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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY 2022

1 11.30 a.m. Blessing of the Palliative and Geriatric Care

Unit, Deralakatte

04.00 p.m. Confirmation at Mukka

2 03.30 p.m. Mass at Milagres, Eucharistic Procession

3 10.00 a.m. Meeting with the Correspondents of Schools,

Bishop’s House

5 09.30 a.m. Ordination at Divine Call Centre, Mulki

6 09.30 a.m. Inauguration and Blessing of Milagres Home,

Kallianpur

04.00 p.m. Confirmation at Bendur

8-9 Pastoral Visit, Pezar

11 04.30 p.m. Confirmation at Jeppu

1309.30 a.m. Inauguration and Blessing of Anugraha,

Udupi

14 09.30 a.m. Meeting of SCC Conveners, Bajjodi

06.00 p.m. Festal Mass, Infant Jesus Shrine, Bikarnakatte

15-16 Pastoral Visit, Miyapadav

17 05.00 p.m. Trust Meeting, Sandesha

20 09.30 p.m. Blessing of the Chapel, Mulki
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22-23 Pastoral Visit, Manjeshwar

24 04.30 p.m. Diocesan Finance Council Meeting

26 09.30 a.m. Confirmation at Ammembal

05.00 p.m. Confirmation at Nithyadarnagar

27 10.00 a.m. Festal Mass at St Lawrence Shrine, Attur

03.00 p.m. Blessing of the Renovated Don Bosco Hall

28 05.00 p.m. Addressing the Chapter Delegates, Apostolic

Carmel

29-30 Pastoral Visit, Pavur

31 Inauguration and Blessing of Bishop’s House,

Mysore

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Diocesan Clergy, 18; Religious Men and Women, 19;

Lay Faithful, 25.

BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 2022

We have begun the New Year with new resolutions. We wish

one another that the New Year be a time of peace, serenity and

prosperity. We are still in the Year of Amoris Laetitia Family,

wherein we are invited to build a stronger bond among our family

members and other families by supporting them. May this year

be an opportunity to build bridges between people and families.

I request the Parish Priests to organise the programmes beneficial

to the families taking the help of the Commission for Family.

Papal Intention for January: Pope Francis invites us to pray

for true human fraternity. The Pope underlines the suffering

caused by religious discrimination and persecution. Every person

has his/her inherent human rights and fundamental freedoms.
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These are to be respected, and thus the dignity of each person

needs to be recognised. We need to underscore “respect” for the

person more than mere “tolerance”. The Universal Declaration

of Human Rights, in the opening article also states: “All human

beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one

another in a spirit of brotherhood.” May all Indian citizens learn

to respect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of every

person.

Sudden Demise of Fr Felix John Noronha: The Christmas

mood was changed by the sudden departure of Fr Felix. His

death saddens us on a day when family members, relatives, and

friends meet and greet one another. Ordained in 1985, Fr Felix

has served the People of God for 36 years. As we mourn his

death, we pray that the Lord may grant him eternal reward and

may he intercede for us. I remind all the priests of the Diocese

to offer two Masses for the repose of Fr Felix Noronha.

Unity Octave: January 18-25 is a Week of Prayer for Christian

Unity. This is a wonderful occasion to meet the Christian brethren

to strengthen our bond in one faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of

God Incarnate. The theme for Prayer for Christian Unity is: “We

saw the star in the East, and we came to worship him”(Mt 2:

2). The reflections prepared for the occasion explore how

Christians are called to be a sign to the world of God, bringing

about unity. Drawn from different cultures, races and languages,

Christians share in a common search for Christ and a common

desire to worship him. We must ardently make the desires of the

Heart of Christ our own. Jesus prayed that all his disciples may

be one (Jn 17: 21). You may contact Fr Clifford Fernandes, the

Secretary of the Commission responsible for promoting Christian

Unity for the material needed for Prayer.

Anti-Conversion Bill: The Karnataka Legislative Assembly has

approved the Bill under the name of “The Karnataka Protection
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of Right to Freedom of Religion” and prohibits unlawful conversion

from one religion to another by misrepresentation, force, undue

influence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent means.

With regard to the new Bill, the most preoccupying thing is that

the burden of proving the accusation falls on the accused. This

becomes all the more difficult when the interpretation of allurement

is concerned. Despite so much opposition from various corners

against the Bill, calling it anti-Constitutional, the Government has

proceeded further. In the meantime, attacks on the Christian

Churches and Institutions are on the rise, and often the culprits

are not arrested when they take the law in their hands. The new

Bill will only make the situation worse. Moreover, the issue of

forced conversion is a highly exaggerated subject. The inertia of

those who govern us regarding those who commit crimes and

hurt the religious sentiments by spreading hatred and violence is

a cause of concern. I request everyone to call on God so that

better sense may prevail in the Country and in our State and that

people may become noble, rising above hatred and indifference.

The Catholic Church is against any conversion by force or by

fraudulent means. The Canon Law lays down the norm in

unequivocal terms: “It is never lawful for anyone to force others

to embrace the catholic faith against conscience” (can 748, §2).

Pope Francis reminds the faithful saying that “Christians have

the duty to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone” (EG

14). However, “It is not by proselytising that the Church grows,

but ‘by attraction’” (EG 14). The joy of living the Gospel and

encountering Christ should become the motivating force. We

should appear as people who wish to share our joy, pointing to

Christ Jesus, who alone satisfies the desires of the heart and

grants peace.

The Decennial Celebrations of the Mangalore-Africa

Mission: The first two Fidei Donum Priests our Diocese,

Fr Alwyn D’Souza and Fr Ronald Pinto, landed in Tanzania, in
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the Same Diocese on 14 November 2012 and thereafter,

continuous developmental and pastoral programmes were

undertaken. Now six of our priests are serving in the mission.

We have a High School for boys, hostels for High School Students,

hostels for Higher Primary students, together with Kifaro Parish

and four other substations. Organic farming and other activities,

like installing solar lights, repairing houses etc., are undertaken to

benefit the poor. The Mission Director Fr Alwyn has requested

for special intercessions during the Prayers of the Faithful so that

the programmes planned for this special year may be successfully

completed. Kindly pray for the mission in Same Diocese.

I wish you all a peaceful and prosperous New Year 2022. May

the Holy Family protect us.

X Peter Paul Saldanha

Bishop of Mangalore

ANNUAL MISSION STATISTICS – 2021

The Annual Mission Statistics Sheets / Forms for the year 2021

will be dispatched to Parish Priests and Superiors of Religious

Houses (Men and Women), and you will receive them by 10

January 2022. If you do not receive them by the said date,

kindly collect the forms from the Reception Desk at the Bishop’s

House, Kodialbail. Please update the statistics of your parish/

institution, fill in the correct details in the columns/spaces provided

in the forms, and return them to the Chancery as early as possible.

By all means, the filled-in forms should reach the Chancery

before 15 February 2022. Kindly verify and then fill in the data

to reflect the true state of the parish/institution. Each Diocese

has to submit the mission statistics data to the Holy See as per

its determined schedule.
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CONTRIBUTION RECEIVED FOR THE RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND

From 01.04.2020 till 22.12.2021

(refer Inter Nos of October 2021 page no. 253 & 254)

Name of the Priest Amount

1 Fr. Edwin Vincent Correa 3000

2 Fr. Paul Crasta 3000

3 Fr. Ivan Peter DMello 3000

4 Fr. Walter DMello 3000

5 Fr. Roque DSa 5000

6 Fr. Denis DSouza (Sr) 5000

7 Fr. Francis DSouza 5000

8 Fr. John DSouza 3000

9 Fr. Melwyn John DSouza 3000

10 Fr. Praveen DSouza 3000

11 Fr. Robert DSouza 3000

12 Fr. Simon DSouza 3000

13 Fr. Valerian S. DSouza 3000

14 Fr. Victor George DSouza 10000

15 Fr. Vincent DSouza (JJR) 3000

16 Fr. Wilfred Prakash DSouza 3000

17 Fr. Stany C. Fernandes 3000

18 Fr. Valerian Fernandes 3000

19 Fr. Valerian Frank 3000

20 Fr. Francis X Gomes 5000

21 Fr. Suraj Joseph Lobo 3000

22 Fr. Victor Vijay Lobo 3000

23 Fr. Vijay Lobo 3000

24 Fr. Arun J Mendonca 5000

25 Fr. Vishal Melwyn Monis 3000
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26 Fr. John Baptist Moras 3000

27 Fr. Bonaventure Nazareth 3000

28 Fr. Maxim L Noronha 3000

29 Fr. Valerian Pinto 3000

30 Fr. Assisi Rebello 3000

31 Fr. Frank Rodrigues 5000

32 Fr. Maxim Gerald Rosario 3000

33 Fr. John Baptist Saldanha 3000

34 Fr. Marcel Saldanha 5000

35 Fr. Henry Sequeira 5000

36 Fr. Patrick Sequeira 3000

37 Most. Rev. Peter Paul Saldanha 4500

38 N.N. 100000

39 Others 123400

Name of the Priest Amount

I. Programmes for January 2022:

02 : Diocesan Eucharistic Procession – Liturgy animation

09 : Liturgy Seminar/Lectors’ Training, Udupi

16 : Liturgy Seminar/Lector’s/Choir training, Bangalore

17-18 : YOUCAT India, Authors executive committee

meeting, Bangalore

19-23 : New Missal works – Goa

23-27 : St Lawrence Basilica, Attur Feast

30 : Liturgy Seminar/Choir/Lectors’ Training, Badyar

II. Commission for Liturgy:

1. The 3rd Sunday of the Ordinary Time – Sunday of the

Word of God

The 3rd Sunday of the ordinary time (23.01.2022) will be

celebrated as Word of God Sunday.

MANGALA  JYOTHI
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2. 26 January 2022 – Republic Day, the Memorial of Timothy

and Titus, will be celebrated on 27 January 2022 as per the

National Calendar (Ref. Ordo, pp. 66-67).

III. Commission for Bible:

1. Bible Classes: Information regarding bible classes is sent

to you. Bible classes will commence from 8 January 2022

(3 pm to 6 pm). The medium of instruction will be in Konkani.

Please register the participants’ names before 05 January

2022.

2. Konkani Bibles: Konkani Bibles (existing corrected

version) are reprinted and now available at our bookstall.

IV. Commission for Catechetics:

1. Catechism Classes & Examinations

1. Sunday Catechism Classes: Sunday catechism classes

will continue till the end of February. Catechism day will be

celebrated on the First or Second Sunday of March 2022.

Dept of Catechetics / Value Education,

info@mangalajyothi.com or 0824-2215747

2. School Catechism & Examinations: School catechism

and Value Education classes will be continued till the end of

February. Examinations will be conducted in the month of

March 2022. A separate circular will be sent to the Heads

of the schools in the first week of January. For further

information contact Dept of Catechetics / VE,

info@mangalajyothi.com or 0824-2215747

V. New Arrivals and other books:

1. 150 Psalms with music notations – Konkani Version

2. Kaanasulleaika – Konkani short plays (skit)

3. From 16-27 January, Mangala Jyothi will have its stall during

St Lawrence Basilica Feast in Karkala-Attur. Facility for

subscriptions of Jesuchi Suvartha and Sombramis available

at our stall. Kindly inform the faithful.

- Director, Mangala Jyothi
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PROGRAMMES OF CODP

04.01.2022 : - Training on Existing Laws and Christmas

celebration at Kayyar

- Training on strengthening of Okkoota and

Christmas celebration at Moodbidri-Town

06.01.2022 : Awareness program on Cancer to students of

Kateel School

08.01.2022 : - Training on Existing Laws at Kumbla

- Training on Existing Laws at Bakrabail

15.01.2022 : Training on Existing Laws at Vorkady

22.01.2022 : Training on Existing Laws at Kumbla

23.01.2022 : Awareness on Government schemes and benefits

at Bedrampala

24.01.2022 : Training on Self-employment at Manjeshwar

25.01.2022 : Awareness on Government Schemes at Talapady

27.01.2022 : Training on Goat rearing and Poultry at Nellikad

29.01.2022 : Cleanliness Drive at Modankap and Mogral

Other planned activities for January 2022

1. Distribution of Christmas gifts to children under the Child

Sponsorship Programme.

2. Training on Natural Resource Management for students at

Kalthur, Kattathila and Kadeshwalaya Schools

3. Training on Organic Farming and Kitchen Gardening at Puttur

4. Training on Plastic Waste Management at Kayyar School

5. Inauguration of Tailoring Classes and training on Organic

Farming and Kitchen Gardening at Puttur

– Director, CODP
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zÉªÁ¢ü£ï ¥sÉ°Pïì eÉÆ£ï £ÉÆgÉÆ£Áí ¨Á¥ÁPï ±ÀÈzÁÞAd°

¸ÉÆªÀiÁå xÀAAiÀiï ªÀÄgÀuï ¥ÁªÀè°A s̈ÁV. vÁAPÁA ¸ÀÄmÁÌ ¯Á§Û°.
QvÁåPï vÁAZÉÆå §gÉÆå PÀgÉÆÚ÷å vÁAZÉå À̧ªÉA D À̧Û É̄Æå

(GUÁØ¥Àuï 14:13).

zÉ| ¨Á¥ï ¥sÉ°Pïì eÉÆ£ï £ÉÆgÉÆ£Áí 1959 dÆ£ï 22ªÉgï zÉgÉ¨ÉÊ¯ï
d®ä¯ÉÆ. zÉ| ¨Á¯ÁÛeÁgï £ÉÆgÉÆ£Áí D¤ zÉ| ¸É«æ£ï £ÉÆgÉÆ£Áí
ºÁAZÁå 6 duÁA s̈ÀÄUÁåðA ¥À¬ÄÌ vÉÆ ¤ªÀiÁuÉÆ. 1988 ªÀgÁì vÁuÉA
MqïÝ WÉwè. MrÝ G¥ÁæAvï À̧ºÁAiÀÄPï «UÁgï eÁªïß ªÀÄqÀAvÁågï D¤
GqÀÄ¦ ¦üUÀðeÁA¤ ªÁªïæ PÉ¯Á. vÀ±ÉAZï DeÉPÁgï, UÀAUÉÆ½î D¤
PÁ À̧gÀUÉÆÃqï ¦üUÀðeÁA¤ «UÁgï eÁªïß ¥ÀÅvÉåð ¸Ávï ªÀgÁìAZÉå CªÉÝa
vÁuÉA ¸ÉªÁ ¢¯Áå.

2009 xÁªïß 2013, 4 ªÀgÁìA PÉÃgÀ¼À rªÉÊ£ï gÉnæÃmï Ȩ́AlgïAvï
PÉÆAQÚ ¯ÉÆPÁPï CwäPï ¸ÉªÁ ¢¯Áå.

2013-2015, 2 ªÀgÁìA ¥sÁ| ªÀÄÄ®ègï D À̧àvÉæAvï CwäPï À̧®ºÁzÁgï
D Ȩ́Æè.

2015-2017, 2 ªÀgÁìA §eÉà ¸ÁA dÄªÁAªï ¥Áªïè zÀÄ¸ÁæöåPï
¸ÀªÀÄ¦ð¯Áèöå AiÀiÁwæPï PÉAzÁæAvï CwäPï ¸ÉªÁ ¢¯Áå.

2017 - dÆ£ï, dÄ¯ÉÊ 2 ªÀÄíAiÉÄß vÀ®¥Ár ªÀÄjAiÀiÁ±ÀæªÀiÁAvï
«UÁgï eÁ É̄Æ. ¥ÀÇuï C«Ñvï ¦qȨ́ ïÛ eÁ É̄Æ zÉPÀÄ£ï 1 ªÀgïì G¼Áî̄ ï
¤ªÀÄð® PÉÆªÉAvÁAvï ZÁ¥ÉèAiÀiïß eÁ¯ÉÆ.

2018-2020, 2 ªÀgÁìA ¥sÁ| ªÀÄÄ®ègï ºÉÆ«ÄAiÉÆÃ¥Àw PÉÆ¯Éeï
zÉÃgÀ¼ÀPÀmÉÖ, ºÁAUÁ CwäPï À̧®ºÁzÁgï D Ȩ́Æè.

2020 dÆ£ï xÁªïß ¤ªÀiÁtÂ WÀr ªÀÄíuÁ¸Àgï ¸ÉßÃºÁ®AiÀÄ
D±ÀæªÀiï, ¥ÁªÀÇgï ºÁAUÁ CwäPï ¸ÉªÁ ¢°.

PÁ¸ÀgÀUÉÆÃqï D¸ÁÛ£Á 15 ¸ÉAmïì eÁUÉÆ EUÀeÉðPï PÀÄ²£ïZï
vÁuÉA WÉvÁè.  PÀÈµÉAvï §j C©üªÀÈ¢Þ PÉ¯Áå.  eÁAiÉÄÛ gÀÆPï EUÀeÉð
ªÀoÁgÁAvï vÁZÁå PÁ¼Ágï ¯Á¬Ä¯Éè, zÀÄ§ð¼ÁåAvï WÀgÁ ¨ÁAzÀÄAPï
ªÀÄ¸ÀÄÛ PÀÄªÀÄPï D¤ ªÀåªÀ¸ÁÜ PÉ¯Áå. zÀÄ§ð¼Áå s̈ÀÄUÁåðAPï ²PÁàPï
zÁ¤Aa ªÀiÁAqÁªÀ¼ï PÉ̄ Áå. DeÉPÁgÁAvï EUÀeÉða ºÀÄlé¼ï ZÀqÉÆAªïÌ
gÀ¸ÁÛöåzÉUÉgï ªÁtÂdå ¸ÀAQÃuïð ¨ÁAzÀAiÀiÁèA. UÀAUÉÆ½î ¸ÁA dÄeÉ
E¸ÉÆÌ¯ÁZÉA ¨ÁAzÀ¥ï, EUÀeÉð ªÁoÁgÁAvï ¸ÁA dÄeÉ ªÁ¸ïZÉA
±ÉæöÊ£ï, PÀ£ÀßqÀ PÀÄzÀÄæAvï ¸ÁA dÄeÉ ªÁ¸ï PÉÆ¥É̄ ï. vÉå ¦üUÀðeÉAvï
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ªÀÄ¸ÀÄÛ PÀÄmÁäAPï vÁuÉA ¯ÁVA ºÁqÁèA. PÁAAiÀiï CªÁeï £Á¸ÁÛ£Á
PÀÄmÁäA JPÀémÁAªÉÇÑ ªÁªïæ vÁuÉA PÉ¯Á. D¸ï¯Áèöå ¸Àªïð ¦üUÀðeÁA¤
vÁuÉA PÀÈ¶ C©üªÀÈ¢Þ PÉ¯Áå. s̈ÀÄUÁåðAPï s̈ÁªÁqÁÛAvï ªÁqÉÆAªïÌ
eÁ¬ÄÛA ²©gÁA D¸Á PÀgÁÛ É̄Æ.

2021 zÀ±ÉA§gï 25 vÁjPÉgï Qæ̧ Àä¸ï ¥sÉ¸ÁÛ ¢¸Á ¸ÀzÁAZÉå §jA
vÉÆ GmÁè. À̧A s̈Àæ«ÄPï ¥sȨ́ ïÛ «ÄÃ¸ï vÁuÉA s̈ÉlAiÀiÁèA. ¯ÁA¨ï
eÁ¯Áågï eÁAªï, À̧A s̈Àæ«Ävï eÁAiÉÄÓ, QÃvÀð£ÁA UÁAiÉÄÓ ªÀÄíuï vÁuÉA
¸ÉßÃºÁ®AiÀiÁZÉÆ ¤zÉðÃ±ÀPï §æzÀgï eÉÆÃ¸É¥sï ¯ÁVA ¸ÁAUÁèA. «Ä¸Á
G¥ÁæAvï ¸ÀzÁAZÉå §jA £ÁµÉÆÖ WÉvÁè. ¸ÀÄªÀiÁgï 10.30 ªÀgÁgï vÉÆ
¥ÀqÉÆè. DA§Äå É̄£ïìgï PÀAPÁßr D À̧àvÉæPï ºÁqÁÛ£Á ªÁmÉgïZï vÉÆ À̧gÉÆè.

¤ªÀiÁuÉA vÉÆ ¥ÀqÁÑöå 5 «Ä£ÀÄmÁA ¥ÀAiÉÄèA vÁa ªÉÆUÁa
ªÀiË² ¹| gÉfÃ£Á ¯ÁVA vÉÆ G®AiÀiÁè.  2 ªÀgÁìA xÁªïß Qrß D¤
PÁ¼ÁÓZÉ ¦qÉ£ï vÉÆ PÀµÀÖvÁ¯ÉÆ vÀj PÉÆuÁQ ¥ÀUÀðmï ¸ÁAV£Ávï¯ÉÆè.
¸ÉßÃºÁ®AiÀiÁAvï vÁPÁ ªÉ¼Á ªÉ¼Ágï £À¸ÁðA ªÀPÀvï ¢vÁ°A vÀj
zÉªÁa RÄ² C²Zï D¸ï°è. eÉdÄZÁå d¯ÁäZÉå ¥À̈ ÉðPï vÁuÉA
À̧VðAZÁå eÉªÁÚ ªÉÄeÁgï § À̧ÄAPï vÁPÁ D¥ÉÇªïß ªÉí É̄Æ. ºÉA vÁZÉA
s̈ÁUï.

a) ªÀiÁUÁÚöåZÉÆ ¥ÁzÁæöå¨ï, vÁZÉÆ ªÁªïæ ¥ÉÆmÁÖAvï, §eÉà ¸ÁA
dÄªÁAªï ¥Áªïè AiÀiÁwæPï PÉAzÁæAvï, ¦üUÀðeÉAvï ªÁ D±ÀæªÀiÁAvï,
UÉ̄ Éè÷åèPÀqÉ vÁuÉA §gÉÆ ªÁªïæ PÉ̄ Á. ºÀgÉPïPÀqÉ ¸Ávï ªÀgÁìAa C«Ý
¸ÉÆA¥ÉÇªïß vÉÆ ¯ÉÆPÁªÉÆUÁ¼ï vÉÆ eÁ¯Á.  vÁa ¸ÀzÁA ªÀiÁVÑ
©æÃ«AiÀÄj, ¸ÁzÁå PÁ¼ÁZÉÆ ¨sÁUï gÀhÄgÀÄ£ï ¦AdÄ£ï UÉ° ªÀÄíuï
vÁuÉA £À« WÉvï°è.

b) Soft spoken – vÁ¼ÉÆ ªÉÆªï, ºÀ¼ÀÆ. ªÀíqÀàuï PÉ¢AZï vÁuÉA
zÁPÀAiÀÄè É̄A £Á.

c) ¢¯ÉèA ¸ÀUÉîA PÁªÀiï eÁvÁ wvÉèA ¸ÀA¥ÀÆuïð PÀgÀÄAPï ¥ÀæAiÀÄvÀ£ï
PÀgÁÛ̄ ÉÆ.

d) PÉÆuÁAiÀiï¯ÁVA WÀµÀðuï £Á. PÉÆuÉA zÀÄRAiÀiÁèöågï D¥ÁÚ EvÁèöåPï
fgÀAiÀiÁÛ¯ÉÆ ²ªÁAiÀiï ZÀZÉð PÀj£ÁvÉÆè.

e) s̈ÀÄUÁåðAPï vÉÆ ªÉÆUÁZÉÆ. s̈ÀÄUÁåðAPï s̈ÉÆªï §j vÀ¨Éðw
¢vÁ¯ÉÆ. vÁZÉÆ ¸Àé s̈Áªï ¯Áí£ï s̈ÀÄUÁåðA ¥ÀjA.

f) ¦üUÀðeÁA¤ ¸ÀPÁØAQ ªÁªïæ PÀgÀÄAPï ¸ÁévÀAvïæ ¢vÁ¯ÉÆ. ªÉÆUÁ¼ï
D¤ ªÀiÁAiÀiÁà², ¯ÉÆPÁ ªÉÆUÁ¼ï ªÀåQÛ.
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g) SÁuÁ eÉªÁÚAvï ªÀ ¯ÉPÁªÀvïð D±Á, D¨Éè¸ï vÁPÁ £Ávï¯ÉÆè.
h) vÁZÉA GvÀgï zÀÈqsï D¤ PÀqÀPïÌ D¸ÁÛ̄ ÉA. zÉPÀÄ£ï vÁPÁ Ȩ́«Ä£ÀjAvï

¯ÉÆÃPÀ¯ï Mrð£Àj ªÁ xÀ½AiÀiï ªÀír¯ï ªÀÄíuï D¥ÉÇAªÉÑAAiÀiï
D Ȩ́èA.

i) À̧È¶ÖZÉÆ ªÉÆV vÉÆ - À̧ÄQÚ ¸ÁªÁÓA, ¥sÀÄ¯ÁA gÀhiÁqÁA vÁZÉå
s̈ÉÆA«ÛA PÉzÁßAAiÀiï D¸ï°èA.

j) ±ÉªÀiÁðAªï, «ÄÃ¸ï, ²¸ÉÛgï D¸ÀÄ£ï vÁZÉA «ÄÃ¸ï ¸ÀªÁÌ¸ï
CxÁð s̈Àjvï.

k) ¸ÀPÁØA ¯ÁVA vÉÆ G®AiÀiÁÛ¯ÉÆ. ¸ÀUÁîöå ¦qÉ¸ÁÛAPï s̈Émï PÀgÁÛ¯ÉÆ,
ªÉÆUÁ£ï G®AiÀiÁÛ¯ÉÆ. UÀeÉðªÀAvÁAPï PÀÄªÀiÁÎgï, ±ÉeÁgÁÑöå
¦üUÀðeÁAPï CwäPï UÀeÁðAPï PÀÄªÀÄPï PÀgÀÄAPï ªÉvÁ¯ÉÆ. ¸À¨Ágï
¯ÉÆÃPï PË¤ì°AUÁPï vÁZÉå ¸À²ðA AiÉÄvÁ¯ÉÆ. vÁuÉA vÀdÄðªÉÆ
PÉ̄ Áèöå “¥À«vïæ CvÁäöåZÁå ºÁdgÀàuÁZÉA À̧vï” §ÄPÁAvï vÁuÉA
§gÀ¬Ä É̄èA D¸Á ‘vÀÄA QvÉA PÀgÁÛAiÀiï vÉA ªÀÄºÀvÁéZÉA £ÀíAiÀiï, vÀÄA
QvÁåPï PÀgÁÛAiÀiï ªÀÄí¼ÉîA ªÀÄºÀvÁéZÉA’. vÁuÉA xÉÆrA CwäPï
¯ÉÃR£ÁAAiÀiï §gÀ¬Ä°èA D¸Ávï.

There are special people in our lives that never leave us even

after they are gone. ¥sÁ| ¥sÉ°Pïì vÀ¸À¯ÉÆ KPï ¨sÁUÉªÀAvï, §gÉÆ
AiÀiÁdPï. eÁuÁéAiÀiï 3:1 ¸ÁAUÁÛ ‘¥ÁæªÀiÁtÂPï ªÀÄ£ÁêAZÉ CvÉä zÉªÁZÁå
ºÁvÁAvï D¸Ávï D¤ PÀ̧ À̄ ÉZï zÀUïÝ vÁAPÁA ¯ÁUÉÑ£ÁAvï’. eÁuÁéAiÀiï
4:7 ¸ÁAUÁÛ ‘¥ÁæªÀiÁtÂPï ªÀÄ¤¸ï D¥ÉÆè PÁ¼ï ¨sÀgÉÑ D¢A ªÀÄgÀvï
eÁ¯Áåj vÁPÁ «±Éªï ªÉÄ¼ÀÛ É̄Æ’.

¨Á¥ï ¥sÉ°PÁì xÀAAiÀiï ¸ÁA ¥ÁªÁèaA GvÁæA RjA eÁ¯ÁåAvï:
“ªÀÄíeÉA gÀhÄÄeï ºÁAªï §gÉA gÀhÄÄeÁèA. ±ÉªÀmï ¥ÀAiÀiÁðAvï ªÀÄíf
zsÁAªï ºÁAªï zsÁAªÁèA. ªÀÄíeÉÆ s̈ÁªÁqïÛ ºÁAªÉA ¸ÁA¨Á¼Áî.
DvÁA ¤wªÀAvÀàuÁZÉÆ ªÀÄÄPÀÄmï ªÀiÁíPÁ vÀAiÀiÁgï zÀªÀgÀè¯ÉÆ D¸Á”
(2 wªÉÆw 4:7-8). vÉÆ ¸ÀVðA ¸ÀAvÉÆ¸ÁPï ¥ÁªÁè ªÀÄíuï D«Ä
s̈ÀªÀð¸ÁÛAªï. DªÀiÁÌA À̧ªÉÄ¸ÁÛAPï vÉÆ ªÀÄdvï ªÀiÁUÀÄ£ï zsÁqÀÛ É̄Æ.

PÀÄmÁäZÁåAPï D¤ ªÉÆUÁZÁåAPï ¤ªÀiÁuÉÆ D Ȩ́ÆÑ vÉÆ ¥ÀAiÉÆè ªÉÄ¼Éî÷å§jA
À̧VðA UÉ̄ Á. vÁZÉå§jA §gÉ AiÀiÁdPï zÉÃªï DªÀiÁÌA ¥sÁªÉÇ PÀgÀÄA¢

ªÀÄíuï ªÀiÁUÁåA.
- ªÀiÁ| ¨Áf¯ï ªÁ¸ï

«UÁgï, ªÀÄqÀAvÁågï
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CONGREGATION FOR THE DIVINE WORSHIP

AND DISCIPLINE OF SACRAMENTS

Prot. N. 627/21

LETTER

TO THE PRESIDENTS OF THE EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES

ON THE RITE OF INSTITUTION OF CATECHISTS

Your Eminence / Your Excellency,

Recently, Pope Francis intervened with two Apostolic

Letters in the form of “Motu Proprio” on the subject of instituted

ministries. The first, Spiritus Domini, dated 10 January 2021,

amended canon 230 §1 of the Code of Canon Law regarding the

access of women to the instituted ministry of Lector and Acolyte.

The second, Antiquum ministerium, dated 10 May 2021, instituted

the ministry of Catechist.

The Holy Father’s interventions orient reflection on the

ministries towards the future while at the same time deepening

the reflection already begun by St Paul VI with the Apostolic

Letter “Motu Proprio data” Ministeria quaedam of 15 August

1972, by which the discipline concerning first tonsure, the minor

orders and the sub-diaconate were renewed in the Latin Church.

The publication of the Rite of Institution of Catechists offers

a further opportunity for reflection on the theology of ministries

in order to arrive at an organic vision of the distinct ministerial

realities, on the understanding that legem credendi lex statuat

supplicandi.

In order to respond quickly to the need for a rite of institution,

this Editio typica, which is part of the Pontificale Romanum, is

published without a Praenotanda. The 50th anniversary of

Ministeria quaedam (1972 / 2022) will provide the occasion for

the publication of an Editio typica altera (De institutione

Lectorum, Acolythorum et Catechistarum), accompanied by

Praenotanda.

The present editio typica can be widely adapted by the

Episcopal Conferences which have the responsibility of clarifying
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the description and the role of Catechists, of offering them

adequate formation programmes, and informing communities so

that they understand their service. This adaptation must follow

the provisions of the General Decree implementing the Motu

Proprio Magnum Principium for obtaining the confirmatio or

recognitio from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the

Discipline of the Sacraments.

This letter, which accompanies the publication of the Editio

typica of the Rite of Institution of Catechists, aims to offer a

contribution to the reflection of the Bishops’ Conferences,

proposing some notes on the ministry of Catechist, on the

necessary requirements, and on the celebration of the rite of

institution.

I. The ministry of Catechist

1. The ministry of Catechist is a “stable form of service rendered

to the local Church in accordance with pastoral needs

identified by the local Ordinary, yet one carried out as a

work of the laity, as demanded by the very nature of the

ministry”. It is a broad and varied ministry.

2. First of all, it should be emphasised that this is a lay ministry

based on the common baptismal state and the royal priesthood

received in the Sacrament of Baptism and is essentially

distinct from the ordained ministry received in the Sacrament

of Orders.

3. The “stability” of the ministry of Catechist is analogous to

that of the other instituted ministries. This definition of

stability, as well as expressing the fact that it is a “stable”

ministry in the Church, also affirms that lay people who

have the age and qualifications determined by decree of the

Episcopal Conference, can be admitted in a stable manner

(like Lectors and Acolytes) into the ministry of Catechist.

This takes place through the rite of institution which is

therefore not to be repeated. The exercise of the ministry,

however, can and must be regulated by the individual

Episcopal Conferences in terms of duration, content and

modalities, in accordance with pastoral needs.
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4. Catechists, by virtue of their Baptism, are called to be co-

responsible in the local Church for the proclamation and

transmission of the faith, carrying out this role in

collaboration with the ordained ministers and under

their guidance.”Catechising is, in a way, to lead a person

to study this mystery [of Christ] in all its dimensions. […]

It is therefore to reveal in the Person of Christ the whole

of God’s eternal design reaching fulfilment in that Person.

It is to seek to understand the meaning of Christ’s actions

and words and of the signs worked by Him, for they

simultaneously hide and reveal His mystery. Accordingly,

the definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in

touch but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ: only

He can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and

make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity”.

5. Such a goal includes various aspects and its attainment is

expressed in multiple forms, depending on the needs of the

communities and the discernment of the Bishops. For this

reason, andin order to avoid misunderstandings, it is necessary

to bear in mind that the term ‘catechist’ indicates different

realities in relation to the ecclesial context in which it is

used. Catechists in mission territories differ from those

working in churches of long-standing tradition. Moreover,

individual ecclesial experiences also produce very different

characteristics and patterns of action, so much so that it is

difficult to give it a unitary and synthetic description.

6. Among the great variety of forms, one can distinguish -

though not rigidly - two main types of Catechists. Some

have the specific task of catechesis, others the broader

task of participating in different forms of apostolate, in

collaboration with the ordained ministers and obedient to

their guidance. The context of the ecclesial reality (Churches

of long standing tradition; young Churches; the size of the

territory; the number of ordained ministers; pastoral

organisation, etc) determines one or the other type.

7. It is important to note that, since this ministry has “a definite

vocational aspect […] and consequently calls for due

discernment on the part of the Bishop,” and since its content
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is defined by the individual Bishops’ Conferences (obviously

in conformity with what is stated in Antiquum ministerium),

not everyone who carries out a service of catechesis or

pastoral assistance and who are called ‘catechists’ have to

be instituted.

8. It is preferable that the following should not be instituted

as Catechists:

− those who have already begun their journey towards Holy

Orders and in particular have been admitted among the

candidates for the Diaconate and the Priesthood. As already

mentioned, the ministry of Catechist is a lay ministry and is

essentially distinct from the ordained ministry which is

received with the Sacrament of Orders;

− men and women religious (irrespective of whether they belong

to Institutes whose charism is catechesis), unless they act

as leaders of a parish community or coordinators of

catechetical activity. It should be remembered that, in the

absence of instituted ministers, they can - like all the baptised

- exercise ministries “de facto,” precisely because of their

Baptism, which is also the basis of their religious profession;

− those who carry out a role exclusively for the members of

an ecclesial movement: this function, which is equally

valuable, is in fact assigned by the leaders of the individual

ecclesial movements and not, as in the case of the ministry

of Catechist, by the diocesan Bishop following his

discernment in relation to pastoral needs;

− those who teach Catholic religion in schools, unless they

also carry out other ecclesiastical tasks in the service of the

parish or Diocese.

9. Careful reflection - which can truly be deepened by a

comprehensive and balanced reconsideration of the instituted

ministries as a whole - is required in the case of those who

accompany the initiation of children, young people and

adults. It does not seem appropriate for everyone to be

instituted as a catechist. As already mentioned, this ministry
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has “a definite vocational aspect […] and consequently calls

for due discernment on the part of the Bishop”. Instead, it

is absolutely appropriate that at the beginning of each

catechetical year they all should receive a public ecclesial

mandate entrusting them with this important function.

It is not ruled out, however, that after suitable discernment,

some who are involved in initiation programmes may be

instituted as ministers. However, it would be wise to ask

the question which ministry is the most suitable, that of

Lector or of Catechist, in view of the specific content of

each.

In fact, the rite of institution of Lectors states that it is their

task to educate children and adults in the faith and to guide

them to receive the sacraments in a worthy manner.

Considering that it is an ancient tradition that every ministry

is directly linked to a particular office in the liturgical

celebration, it is certainly evident that proclaiming the Word

in the assembly clearly expresses the service of those who

accompany candidates on the path of initiation. Those who

receive catechetical instruction should see the liturgical

expression of the service being rendered to them in the

Lector who becomes the voice of the Word.

If, however, those who are involved in initiation are entrusted

- under the moderation of ordained ministers - with a task

of formation or the responsibility for coordinating all

catechetical activity, then it would seem more appropriate

for them to be instituted as Catechists.

In conclusion: not everyone who prepares children, young

people and adults for initiation need to be instituted as

Catechists. The Bishop’s discernment may call some of

them to the ministry of either Lector or Catechist, according

to their abilities and to pastoral needs.

10. Because of what has now been established, candidates for

the instituted ministry of Catechist – having some prior

experience of catechesis – can, therefore, be chosen from
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among those who carry out the service of proclamation

in a more specific manner: they are called to find effective

and coherent means for this first evangelisation, and then to

accompany those who have received it into the initiatory

stage.

They play an active part in the rites of the Christian initiation

of adults which expresses the importance of their ministry.

In the period of the pre-catechumenate, Catechists collaborate

with Pastors, Sponsors and Deacons to find the most suitable

forms for the first proclamation of the Gospel, awakening

the candidates to faith and to conversion; they help to discern

the external signs of the dispositions of those who intend to

be admitted to the catechumenate. During this period they

carry out an appropriate catechesis suited to the liturgical

year and supported by celebrations of the Word of God,

from which they are able to bring the catechumens “not only

to a suitable knowledge of dogmas and precepts, but also to

an intimate knowledge of the mystery of salvation”. The

Bishop delegates “truly worthy and suitably prepared”

Catechists to celebrate the Minor Exorcisms.

Once the catechumens have been initiated, Catechists remain

with the community as witnesses to the faith, teachers and

mystagogues, companions and pedagogues who, in every

way, are willing to encourage the faithful to conform their

lives to the baptism they have received. They are also called

upon to find new and bold ways of proclaiming the Gospel

that will enable them to stir up and reawaken the faith in the

hearts of those who no longer feel the need for it.

11. However, the area of proclamation and teaching describes

only a part of the activity of instituted Catechists. In fact,

they are called to collaborate with ordained ministers in

the various forms of the apostolate, carrying out many

functions under the guidance of the pastors. In attempting to

offer a by no means exhaustive list of these functions, the

following can be indicated: guiding community prayer,
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especially the Sunday liturgy in the absence of a Priest or

Deacon; assisting the sick; leading funeral celebrations;

training and guiding other Catechists; coordinating pastoral

initiatives; human promotion according to the Church’s social

doctrine; helping the poor; fostering the relationship between

the community and the ordained ministers.

12. This breadth and variety of functions should not come as a

surprise: the exercise of this lay ministry fully expresses the

consequences of being baptised and, in the particular situation

of the lack of a stable presence of ordained ministers, it is

a participation in their pastoral action. This is what the Code

of Canon Law affirms when it provides for the possibility of

entrusting to a non-ordained person a share in the exercise

of pastoral care in a parish, always under the moderation of

a priest. It is necessary, therefore, to form the community

so that it does not see the Catechist as a substitute for the

Priest or Deacon, but as a member of the lay faithful who

lives their baptism in fruitful collaboration and shared

responsibility with the ordained ministers, so that their pastoral

care may reach everyone.

13. It is the task of the Episcopal Conferences, therefore, to

clarify the description, the role and the most appropriate

forms for the exercise of the ministry of Catechists in line

with what is indicated in Motu Proprio Antiquum ministerium.

Adequate formation programmes for candidates must also

be defined. Finally, care must also be taken to prepare

communities so that they may understand the meaning of

this ministry.

II. Requirements

14. It is the task of the diocesan Bishop to discern the call to

the ministry of Catechist by assessing the needs of the

community and the abilities of the candidates. Men and

women who have received the sacraments of Christian

initiation and have presented a freely written and signed

petition to the diocesan Bishop may be admitted as candidates.



28   Inter  Nos01–01–2022

15. The Motu Proprio describes the requirements as follows: “It

is fitting that those called to the instituted ministry of Catechist

be men and women of deep faith and human maturity, active

participants in the life of the Christian community, capable

of welcoming others, being generous and living a life of

fraternal communion. They should also receive suitable

biblical, theological, pastoral and pedagogical formation to

be competent communicators of the truth of the faith and

they should have some prior experience of catechesis. It is

essential that they be faithful co-workers with priests and

deacons, prepared to exercise their ministry wherever it

may prove necessary, and motivated by true apostolic

enthusiasm”.

III. Celebration

16. The ministry of Catechist is conferred by the diocesan Bishop,

or by a priest delegated by him, by means of the liturgical

rite De Institutione Catechistarum promulgated by the

Apostolic See.

17. The ministry can be conferred during Mass or during a

celebration of the Word of God.

18. After the liturgy of the Word the structure of the rite

envisages an exhortation (this given text lends itself well to

adaptation by the Bishops’ Conferences in relation to how

they wish to specify the role of the Catechists); an invitation

to prayer; a blessing; the handing over of a crucifix.

* * *

In conclusion, I would like us to return to the ever prophetic

words of Saint Paul VI in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii

Nuntiandi:

“We cannot but experience a great inner joy when we see

so many pastors, religious and lay people, fired with their

mission to evangelise, seeking ever more suitable ways of

proclaiming the Gospel effectively. We encourage the
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openness which the Church is showing today in this direction

and with this solicitude. It is an openness to meditation first

of all, and then to ecclesial ministries capable of renewing

and strengthening the evangelising vigour of the Church. It

is certain that, side by side with the ordained ministries,

whereby certain people are appointed pastors and consecrate

themselves in a special way to the service of the community,

the Church recognises the place of non-ordained ministries

which are able to offer a particular service to the Church”.

To Mary, Mother of the Church, we entrust our service for the

building up of the Kingdom.

From the Offices of the Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Discipline of the Sacraments, 3 December 2021, the Memorial

of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest.

                                              - - - - - Arthur Roche

                                                   Prefect

BIBLE COURSE AND DAILY MASS READINGS

IN KANNADA

Karnataka Regional Bible Commission is introducing a 20

month-long Correspondence Bible Course in Kannada. It is very

helpful for Bible Study and Learning. Every month a booklet of

notes on each book will be sent to your address. Pay only Rs.300/

- and register with: Secretary-Commission for Bible, Karnataka

Regional Pastoral Center, KROSS Building, 58/6, 2nd Cross,

Wheeler Road, DaCosta Layout, Bangalore-84.

Daily Mass Readings in YouTube: Karnataka Regional

Bible Commission and Karnataka Regional Liturgy Commission

are jointly producing and reaching Daily Mass Readings in

Kannada through YouTube Channel since the last Advent Season.

This will help all to prepare for the next day’s Holy Eucharist.
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BIRTHDAY

l Rev. Fr Santhosh S. Rodrigues, Director, Pastoral Institute,

Shanthi Kiran, Bajjodi celebrates his 50th birthday on

20.1.2022.

You have been blessed to bless others, you have been

called to call others and that has been what you have

been doing for years. God will strengthen you with good

health to keep the fire burning for him. Cheers to a good

life spent so far, and cheers to a better life that you just

started today.

R.I.P.

l Rev. Fr Felix John Noronha (63 years), Chaplain, Snehalaya,

Pavur, passed away on 25.12.2021. His funeral took place on

27.12.2021 at St Vincent Ferrer Church, Valencia.


