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9 04.30 p.m. Confirmation at Bendur

10 09.30 a.m. Ordination at Niddodi

13 09.15 a.m. Graduation Ceremony, SJEC

15 10.00 a.m. Confirmation at Talapady

18 05.00 p.m. Inauguration of Unity Octave at K.T.C.

23-30 Meeting of the CCBI, St John’s Medical

College, Bangalore

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Religious Priests and Sisters, 18; Diocesan Clergy, 19; Laity, 20

BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY 2023

BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 2023

Papal Intention for January: Pope Francis invites us to pray

that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity

rather than competition. Building fraternity must be our priority

so that young children learn the art of loving and self-giving. The

youngest learn more by seeing than by hearing. One deed is

more valuable than a thousand words. Normally, students admire

and appreciate their teachers, and whatever they do and say gets

implanted in them. What we need today is education that can

help them change our culture toward brotherhood, not education
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that is commercialised. Educators have a crucial role in teaching

about cooperation and respecting one another, and they should

sow the seeds of care, kindness, and tenderness rather than cut-

throat competition, where achieving success even by harming

others is the goal.

Eucharistic Procession: On 8 January, on the Epiphany or public

manifestation of the Lord, we are taking a procession to honour

the Lord present in the Holy Eucharist. “Senses cannot grasp

this marvel; faith must serve to compensate”. Great is the mystery

of the Eucharist through which the Lord keeps alive his promise:

“I am with you always, to the end of the age”. Let us encourage

more and more young people to participate in this procession and

honour Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Let him, through this sign of

unity, and bond of charity make our families strong and deeply

rooted in him.

Year of Family 2023: In the recent meetings of the Council of

Priests & Diocesan Pastoral Council, the members suggested

that we dedicate the Year 2023 to the family so that we make

concerted efforts in pastoral care and reaching out to the needy.

The family is the basic unit of the Church and Society, and when

the family is safe and healthy, the growth of the children and

adolescents is guaranteed. All the Priests, Religious, the Lay

leaders, and especially the members of the Parish Pastoral Council

and Associations must draw up programmes focusing on the one

thing that is most important. The Family Commission has to take

up the leadership. The other Commissions are requested to

collaborate. The remote, proximate preparation for family life

and marriage enrichment programmes are to be given greater

space. Families with mixed and inter-faith marriages, and even

those on the verge of separation and already divorced, need

special attention. As John XXIII said in his opening speech at the

Second Vatican Council, “at the present time, the spouse of

Christ prefers to use the medicine of mercy rather than the

weapons of severity; and, she thinks she meets today’s needs by
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explaining the validity of her doctrine more fully rather than by

condemning”. In this regard, the Karnataka Regional Commission

is developing lesson plans to aid remote preparation for family

life, with a focus on students in grades/std. VII through XII. Let

us take up the remote preparation for family life seriously.

Children’s emotional attractions and attachments may be rightly

directed when there is a spurt of growth in them. We know

many hazards afflict families. “A stitch in time saves nine”; it is

better to fix a problem when it is small than to wait and let it

become a bigger problem. In order to favour balanced growth,

long training in family life is absolutely essential, and all must

collaborate in this venture to build up healthy families.

Unity Octave, 18-25 January: The theme of this year’s Unity

Octave is drawn from Isaiah: “learn to do good; seek justice,

rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow”

(1: 17). God says if we want our prayers be heard, we must

change our ways from doing injustice to vulnerable people. “Justice,

righteousness and unity originate from God’s profound love for

each of us and are at the heart of who God is and how God

expects us to be with one another” (Introduction to the Theme

of the Year 2023). Sin of injustice is the root cause of all division.

Therefore any external superficial religiosity is an abomination,

and the Prophet directs us to do good and seek justice. As the

fruit of prayer, let us treat every person equally with the dignity

due to him/her. May this year’s Prayer for Christian Unity be a

moment of greater involvement of our Churches in nurturing

unity already achieved and enhancing it to greater heights.

Word of God Sunday, 22 January: In the Apostolic Letter

issued Motu Proprio Aperuit Illis (30 September 2019), Pope

Francis instituted the Sunday of the Word of God. He desires

that this should not be a yearly event but rather a year-long

event. We should allow the Lord to open our minds to understand

the Scriptures as he did to the apostles, before the Ascension.

There is a strong relationship between the Risen Lord, the
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community of believers and sacred Scripture. Without this link,

we can neither know the mission of Jesus and of his Church, nor

understand the Scriptures in depth. In order to celebrate the

Sunday of the Word of God meaningfully and effectively, the

Biblical Commission will send the Word of God Sunday kit. Let

us inculcate the love for the Word of God in every one of our

family members, for “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of

Christ” (St Jerome). The third Sunday of the Year is the fitting

time because we encourage strengthening the bonds with the

Jewish People and pray for Christian unity during this time. The

celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God has ecumenical

value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the

path to authentic and firm unity, not only of Christians but of the

whole of humanity.

Ecumenical Sunday, 29 January: In order to strengthen bonds

of love between Christians of various traditions, we have declared

the Sunday after the conclusion of the Unity Octave as Ecumenical

Sunday. In the Internos of December, certain indications are

given. Celebrating the Word of God with our fellow Christian

Brothers and Sisters of other Churches and Ecclesial Communities

will enable us to come closer based on the power of the Word

of God, which is not merely informative but also performative.

It performs what it announces. May the Lord bind all Christians

together with a strong bond of love so that we give witness to

the presence of the Lord midst of us. The Secretary of the

Ecumenical Commission will supply material for the prayer service

and the liturgical aid you will find in the Sombrom, sent by

Mangala Jyothi. Indications are given in the Internos of December

about the Churches in the vicinity to plan activities for a fruitful

celebration that favours the unity of all the people.

Wish you all a joyful and blessed New Year. May the Lord

accompany you in all the moments of your life.

XXXXX Peter Paul Saldanha

Bishop of Mangalore
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ANNUAL MISSION STATISTICS  – 2022

The Annual Mission Statistics Sheets / Forms for the year 2022

will be dispatched to Parish Priests and Superiors of Religious

Houses (Men and Women), and you will receive them by 08

January 2023. If you do not receive them by the said date, kindly

collect the forms from the Reception Desk at the Bishop’s House,

Kodialbail. Please update the statistics of your parish/institution,

fill in the correct details in the columns/spaces provided in the

forms, and return them to the Chancery as early as possible. By

all means, the filled-in forms should reach the Chancery before

15 February 2023. Kindly verify and then fill in the data to

reflect the true state of the parish/institution. Each Diocese must

submit the mission statistics data to the Holy See as per its

schedule. Therefore, we request the Parish Priest to remind the

heads of Religious Convents in their parish to submit the filled-

in forms sent to them to the Chancery Office by the date

mentioned above.

FROM THE PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

1) Some Parish Priests have not submitted their monthly DCMF

claims/returns. All the Priests under the DCMF are requested

to send their DCMF monthly claims/returns by the 10th of

next month, so that the monthly claims may be cleared on

time. Those whose claims are pending are requested to follow

the DCMF guidelines.

2) It is also observed that personal PAF contributions and Retired

Priests Fund Contributions of Rs. 3000/- each are still due

for the previous years. Therefore, the members are requested

to enquire in the Procurator’s office and settle the dues at

the earliest.

3) The PAF members are requested to claim their medical bills

of Financial Year 2022-23 (upto February 28th 2023) by

March 10th 2023. Kindly note the same now itself, in order

to avoid inconveniences later.
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CHARITY GIVEN FROM THE DIOCESE

TO THE NEEDY PEOPLE OF FOLLOWING PARISHES

 (From 23.09.2022 to 22.12.2022)

PARISH Medical Others

1 Agrar 25000

2 Allipade 25000

3 Ammembal 25000

4 Angelore 25000 25000

5 Ashoknagar 10000

6 Bambil 25000

7 Bela 25000

8 Bola 25000

9 Cascia 25000

10 Eliarpadav 25000

11 Farla 10000

12 Ferar    25000

13 Karady 60000

14 Kinnigoly 50000

15 Kuppepadav 15000

16 Madanthyar 25000

17 Manjeshwar 25000

18 Manjottie 20000

19 Mogarnad 25000

20 Mudipu 25000

21 Nidpally 25000

22 Pezar 25000

23 Sampaje 25000

24 Shakthinagar 10000

25 Taccode 10000

26 Urwa 25000

27 Vamanjoor 45000

28 Vittal 25000

29 Others 9895 3300
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MANGALA  JYOTHI

I. Programmes for January 2023

3-5 : YOUCAT Meeting

7 : VII & X Std. School Catechism / VE Annual Exam

8 : Liturgy Animation - Diocesan Eucharistic Procession

16- Feb 12: YOUCAT Basics / International Authors

Meeting, Training and Conference

16-17 : Evaluation of the Answer Scripts (VII & X Std.), MJ

22-27 : St Lawrence Basilica Attur, Feast Stall

II. Commission for Catechetics:

1.  YOUCAT Ministry: We are planning to begin YOUCAT

ministry for the interested youth of the diocese. This ministry

includes prayer meetings, YOUCAT study, discussions on faith

matters related to youth, youth rosary, etc. This ministry focuses

mainly on the faith formation of the youth.  Most of the aspects

are online. Interested youth can contact the Director, Mangala

Jyothi, Associate Co-ordinator, YOUCAT India. So far, ten youth

of our diocese are actively involved in the group. YOUCAT

Konkani version is also available at our stall at a subsidised price

of Rs. 200.

2.  VII & X Std. Catechism and VE exams: The Diocesan level

VII & X Std. Catechism as well as VE exams will be conducted

on 07 January 2023, Saturday, from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

For details, refer to our website www.mangalajyothi.com or the

Mangala Jyothi bulletin December issue.

3.  Parish / Diocesan level Catechism Day: You are requested

to organise Catechism day at the parish level either on 26 February

or 5 March or according to your convenience. The diocesan level

Value Education Day will be celebrated on 4 March 2023, Saturday

from 3.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. at Bajjodi. Also, the diocesan level

Catechism Day will be celebrated on the 5th March 2023, Sunday,

from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. at Bajjodi. You are cordially invited

to the programmes.
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4.  New Value Education syllabus:  In the year 2023, we will

be having a new syllabus and Text Books for the schools. The

books have been published at the national level (CCBI). This

process is initiated by Mangala Jyothi in the year 2019. I thank

all those schools (selected teachers) who have taken a special

interest in preparing the text. I request all the correspondents to

inform the Heads of the Institutions regarding the new syllabus.

At present, this syllabus applies only to English Medium schools.

The translation of the book into Kannada is in progress. For more

information, refer to our website or Mangala Jyothi bulletin,

December 2022 issue.

5.  Revision of Sunday Catechism Text Books: This is to

inform you that under the leadership of the Bishops of Mangalore

and Udupi Dioceses, we have formed 10 members committee to

prepare new revised Sunday Catechism Text Books for both

Mangalore and Udupi Dioceses. CCBI, Commission for

Catechetics is preparing new Sunday Catechism Text Books at

the national level. In line with this syllabus, we will be preparing

new catechism textbooks. It requires time. We need your support

and cooperation. Kindly pray for this mission.

III. New Arrivals - Mangala Jyothi Publications:

1. Bible Housie Housie - Important resource material for Bible

Sunday and other programmes. It will be useful in learning the

names found in the Holy Bible.

2. ¸À¼ÁªÀ¼ï - ¥À£ÉÆð ¸ÉÆ¯Áèöå «²A ¨ÉÊ§¯ï CzsÀåAiÀÄ£ï

3. 150 QÃvÀð£ÁAZÉA ¸ÀAVÃvï

4. Responsorial Psalms and Gospel Acclamations Notation (ABC)

English Edition

Other Publications:

* YOUCAT - Konkani (Subsidised price Rs. 200/-) & English

* The Weekday and Sunday Missal

Many other useful books are available at the Mangala Jyothi

store.
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IV. Books and Other Items Available at the Stall:

* Ordo 2022-23

* PÀxÉÆ°Pï ¥ÀAZÁAUï

* ªÀÄAUÀÄîgï ¢AiÉÄ¸ÉfZÁå ¥ÀjµÀzÉa WÀl£ÁªÀ¼ï

* Diocesan Directory

* Missal - English & Kannada

* Lectionary - Konkani, English & Kannada

* Mass Candles, superior quality Hosts & Particles, Incense

* First Holy Communion Certificates, candles, crown, veil,

Rosary, Scapular

* Confirmation Certificates

– Director, Mangala Jyothi

BIBLICAL COMMISSION

EPHPHATHA BIBLICAL CENTRE

1. The Sunday of the Word of God and Bible Week.

1. In the November 2022 issue of Inter Nos, I had already

mentioned in detail the importance and mode of the celebration

of the Word of God Sunday, which falls on the 3rd Sunday of the

Ordinary Time and this year, we will celebrate it on the 22nd of

January 2023. Here, I urge all of you to make this Sunday fully

dedicated to the Word of God through various Biblical activities

and instil love and zeal for God’s word among the faithful.

In this regard, I request that you hold a programme with biblical

skits, songs and dances involving parishioners of all age groups.

You can design the program according to your parish’s capabilities

and resources. However, to facilitate the same, from the Biblical

Centre-Ephphatha-Mangala Jyothi, we will be sending a WORD

OF GOD SUNDAY - KIT involving the liturgy of the day, a

couple of skits and a couple of songs and action songs via

WhatsApp in the first week of January 2023. You may use this

kit as a starting point and add many more programmes to this list.
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2. Diocesan Bible Quiz (Online):

On the occasion of the Word of God Sunday, in order to

facilitate the reading of the word of God, we have organised a

Word of God Sunday - Bible Quiz Competition. The

participants will have to prepare themselves by reading only the

Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles. This will be an

online Quiz, which can be answered in either Konkanni or English.

The Quiz will be online on 21 November 2023 from 8.00 p.m.

— 9.00 p.m. Attractive prizes will be there. This Quiz will be

conducted in two categories:

The First Category (Junior) : Students, children and youth below

18 years.

Second Category (Senior) : All those who are above 18 years.

3. Bible Classes:

1. The Biblical Commissions of Bantwal Deanery Parishes (St

Matthew), in association with the Biblical Commission of our

Diocese, will be organising Bible classes on the Gospel of

Matthew from the last week of February 2023 for Five

Saturdays. These classes will be held on five Saturdays of Lent,

25 February, and March 04, 11, 18, and 25, from 3.00 p.m. to

6.00 p.m. at Infant Jesus Church premises at Modankap.

This course will be a wonderful preparation for the Holy Week.

I request the Parish Priests to encourage many faithful of the

deanery to participate in this course. The course is designed in

Konkanni and titled “ À̧zÁAPÁ¼ï vÀÄªÉÄÑöå À̧ªÉA” - ªÀiÁvÉªÁZÉå À̧ÄªÁvÉðZÉA
UÀÄAqÁAiÉÄ£ï CzsÀåAiÀÄ£ï.

2. The Biblical Commission of our Diocese, in association with

Ephphatha Biblical Centre, a unit of Mangala Jyothi, will be

conducting bible classes on Biblical Christology (¥À«vïæ ¥ÀÄ À̧ÛPÁZÉA
Qæ¸ïÛ±Á¸ïÛç) in March 2023 for Four Sundays for priests, religious

and laity. The classes will be held on March 05, 12, 19, and 26

from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. at Pastoral Centre, Bajjodi,

Mangalore. The Parish Priests are kindly requested to make this

known to the people and encourage them to participate. Since
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it coincides with Lent, this course will be a fitting preparation for

the Holy Week. This course is designed in Konkanni and is

suitable for priests, religious and laity.

- Fr Vincent Sequeira

Secretary-Biblical Commission

COMMISSION FOR ECUMENISM

Dear Rev. Fathers, the Bishop has already announced in the last

Inter Nos (December 2022) about the celebration of Ecumenical

Sunday in the Diocese on 29-01-2023. The last Sunday of January

will be celebrated as Ecumenical Sunday in the coming years.

Following this appeal, I humbly request and gently remind you to

hold in your Parish 1) A meaningful Sunday Liturgy and

2) Ecumenical Prayer Services wherever possible.

The related Sunday Liturgy is given in the Devachya Sobdacho

Sombrom. As regards the Prayer Services, please follow the

address list of Mainline Churches in our Diocese that is published

in the last issue of Inter Nos. Please avoid prayer meetings with

any Sect or Denomination.

Introduction to the Mass and the Ecumenical Prayer Services in

English, Kannada and Konkani will be shared with you through

WhatsApp in the first week of January 2023. In addition, you

may involve the members of the Ecumenical Commission in this

mission of unity in the Church. You may contact me for any

further information.

- Rev. Rupesh Madtha, Secretary

SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

Jan 8 : Diocesan Eucharistic Procession

Jan 15: BEC Training for the Parish Service Team Holy Cross

Church, Cordel, at 4.00 p.m.

Jan 22 : Mangalore South Vicariate BECs PAT and VAT

training at Mudipu

Jan 29 : Confraternity Sunday St Brigid of Ireland Church, Sullia
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Requests:

1. Deanery BEC Directors are requested to elect Deanery

Coordinators.

2. Deanery BEC Directors are requested to elect a Religious

Sister Representative to the Diocesan service team.

3. Deanery BEC Directors are requested to send the names,

addresses and mobile numbers of the Deanery Coordinators,

BEC Parish conveners/BEC commission, and Religious Sister

Representatives of the Deanery to the BEC office at your

earliest.

The Following Training Programs are available:

1. 2 days of training for the newly elected BEC Parish Conveners

(Deanery/Diocesan level)

2. 1-day training for the Parish Service team and Parish Resource

Team. (Gospel sharing methods, Motivating skills and Effective

Measures to make SCCs Vibrant.)

3. 1-day training for the Parish Animation Team at the Deanery

level.

4. A 3-day residential program can be organised at the Parish/

Deanery/Diocesan level.

5. Retreat for 5, 4, or 3 days on Christian community Building

and Formation; New way of being Church and vibrant Christian

community.

Please Note: ’Amcho Samudai’, SCC handbook is available

in the SCC office and in Mangalajyoti.  I request the Parish

Priests to encourage all families to have a copy. Also, kindly

see that all the Gurkars and SCC animators possess a copy

of the handbook. You can also give it as a gift to the outgoing

PPP members.

- Rev. Joachim Fernandes, Director

9448623265, 6360416098
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ICYM - YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAMMES

1. Diocesan Youth Conference will begin on Friday, 17

February, at 5:30 p.m. and conclude on  Sunday, 19 February, at

4:30 p.m. This Conference is held on Kirem Church premises.

This programme includes a session on YouCat, a workshop on

marriage and relationships, a panel discussion on government

opportunities, self-employment, Taize prayer with confessions,

social cause activity, and so on. Four youth from one parish can

participate, and the registration fee is Rs 500 per head. Registration

is prepaid and compulsory. So kindly announce it in your parishes,

encourage your youth to participate in this Conference and keep

us in your prayers.

2. Voters’ List Enrolment Study Session is organised along

with Catholic Sabha and Women’s Sodality on Saturday, 7 January

2023, at 4 p.m. in the Bishop’s House. Kindly encourage any one

or two youth to participate in this study session. This will surely

benefit to help your parishioners to enrol on the voters’ list.  

– Fr Ashwin Cardoza

Director - ICYM

LENTEN CAMPAIGN 2023

‘MY LENTEN SACRIFICE’

Dear Rev. Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Charity,

I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy new year 2023.

We begin this year with optimism and hope. Many of the Parish

Priests begin their annual house blessings in the month of January.

Many collect the Lenten campaign sacrifice during this annual

house blessing.  This Lenten campaign has been a practice in our

Diocese for more than 38 years.

Last year (2022), we collected Rs 71,18,941/- for the cause of

“local mission/charity.”  We thank all the Lay Faithful, Priests,

Religious Brothers and Sisters who have contributed to the cause.
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1) The collected amount is being utilised for the objectives of the

campaign.

2) From the amount collected for charity, major portion shall be

spent for housing purpose.

3) In view of Golden Jubilee of CODP in 2024, we have a goal

to help 50 beneficiaries to build 50 new houses.  Each year

we have earmarked minimum Rs 25 lakhs from the year 2021

to make it to Rs 1 crore.  Kindly keep this intention too, while

announcing in the Church.

4) We have disbursed Rs 64,99,692/- from various sources for

charity purposes in the year 2021-22.

This year too, we continue the same mode of collection as last

year.  CODP Mangaluru will distribute Lenten Campaign 2023

envelopes with the words “My Lenten Sacrifice” printed on

them. Please hand over the envelopes to the families and

encourage them to contribute generously, as per the blessings

they received from the Lord. I request the Parish Priests to

collect the envelopes from the families, and the total collected

amount is to be remitted to CODP for local charity.

Through local mission/charity, we hope to help poor and needy

families with their medical treatment, construction/repair of

houses, marriage of poor girls, education of poor children, self-

employment, etc.

Therefore, I request all the Lay Leaders, Parish Priests and

Religious Superiors to motivate our people to contribute

generously during this Lenten season. The Lord loves a

cheerful giver. May the Lord who suffered for us on the

Cross, enable us to see him in the suffering brothers and

sisters.

Thanking you for your goodwill and imploring God’s blessings

upon you.

XXXXX Peter Paul Saldanha

Bishop of Mangalore



23   Inter  Nos01–01–2023

PROGRAMMES OF CODP

03.01.2023 : Christmas and New Year celebration at

Moodbidri

05.01.2023 : Seminar on Occupational English Test at CODP-

ISD

06.01.2023 : Training on Plastic Waste Management to school

children at Natekal and Mermajal

08.01.2023 : Christmas celebration for Mahasangha members

at CODP-ISD

12.01.2023 : Awareness on Organic agriculture and Kitchen

garden to school children at Boliyar

13.01.2023 : - Awareness on Organic agriculture to school

children at Kumbla

- Christmas celebration at Fajir

14.01.2023 : - Governing Body meet of Bandhavya at CODP-

ISD

- Christmas celebration at Vijayadka

- Training in Documentation at Shanthipalla and

Bakrabail

17.01.2023 : Training on Plastic Waste Management at Nirchal

20.01.2023 : Training on Natural Resource Management at

Puttur

21.01.2023 : - Training on Plastic Waste Management at

Kumbla

- Training in Documentation at Vorkady

22.01.2023 : Training on Organic agriculture and Kitchen

gardening at Mavinakatte

23.01.2023 : - Medical camp at Manjeshwar

- Training on Strengthening of Sanghas and

Mahasangha at Kayyar

- Training in Documentation at Shanthipalla

24.01.2023 : Training on Strengthening of Mahasangha at

Kannatipara

28.01.2023 : Training on Natural Resource Management at

Nalkemar

30.01.2023 : Training on Good Governance at Bajpe
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Other Information:  LENTEN CAMPAIGN 2023

Dear Rev. Fathers, as done in the previous year, this year too,

the Lenten Campaign will be towards ‘Local Mission/Charity’

(Refer to Bishop’s letter).  People can donate directly to

CODP for this campaign through cheques, RTGS, NEFT, etc.

Kindly note:

1. CODP is registered under 80G (IT exemption) of the Income

Tax Act

2. Any donations/contribution to CODP above Rs 2,000/-

is to be sent by Cheque/Bank transfer/NEFT/RTGS.  The

details are as follows:

Account Name CODP (Regd)

Bank Name INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

Branch PADAVU

Account Number 157201000000015

IFS Code IOBA0001572

NOTE: Please remember to intimate CODP as soon as

you send your contribution through any of the above modes

of transfer.

Considering the number of families in each parish and the Lenten

contribution received, we will be acknowledging the top parishes

during CODP’s Golden Jubilee celebration in 2024. Hence, kindly

encourage your parishioners to contribute generously to the cause.

- Director, CODP

CELEBRET: PREVENTING ‘FAKE’ AND

UNAUTHORISED PRIESTS

Scams involving fake identities, impersonations, and other

deceptions are more common on social media, but they also

happen on a personal level. There is a saying in Latin: Cucullus

non facit monachum. That is, the habit does not make the

monk. If the cassock does not make the priest, how can we

know who is a real priest or who is not? This is exactly the
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reason we need to be cautious in some matters. People

approaching priests in parishes or religious convents, posing as

Catholic priests, and seeking to preach, celebrate Mass, and

perform other sacraments in the parish are not a new phenomenon.

The Catholic faithful have fallen victim to unscrupulous individuals

impersonating as priests, deacons, or seminarians to solicit public

contributions or offer them spiritual service.

There have been cases of priests suspended and dismissed from

their religious congregations, joining concelebrations in the church.

Some Parish Priests have permitted them to minister in their

parishes without knowing that these priests are dismissed or under

penal suspension and thereby prohibited from celebrating and

administering the sacraments. All of this causes a slew of issues

on the social and spiritual sacramental levels. Fortunately, such

things do not happen on a frequent basis. The Code of Canon

Law ensures they do not happen if Parish Priests and Religious

Superiors clearly follow the relevant norm in this case.

Canon 903 states: A priest is to be permitted to celebrate the

Eucharist, even if he is not known to the rector of the church,

provided either that he presents commendatory letters, not

more than a year old, from his own Ordinary or Superior, or

that it can be prudently judged that he is not debarred from

celebrating.

This is a canon that every priest should be familiar with, as it is

mentioned even in the General Instruction (no. 200) of the Roman

Missal. Besides, since this canon seeks to protect both the

faithful’s right to the valid and licit celebration of the sacraments

as well as the priest’s right to offer the Holy Mass (cf. can. 900

§2), no priest should be offended if he is asked to provide a

commendatory letter to someone he does not know, in order to

prove his identity.

The practice of granting commendatory letters is found in the

New Testament. For example, Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

“When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you,

for he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am.” (1Cor 16:10).

Even Apollos, “an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures”
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(Acts 18:24), took a letter. The purpose of a letter includes

introducing a believer, confirming his doctrine, describing his

testimony, and mentioning any unique abilities or undertakings in

which he has demonstrated faithfulness.

Clerics travelling for one reason or another have been given such

introductory letters since the early times of the Church. These

letters guaranteed their warm reception in other regions and

enabled them to carry out their respective orders. These

documents have gone by many names, including “canonical

letters”, “testimonial letters”, and “letters of good standing”, “letters

of suitability” but “commendatory letters” was the one that was

used the most. In common usage, this letter is named in Latin as

“celebret” meaning “let him celebrate”.

Basically, a celebret is a letter of introduction from an Ordinary

of the priest or religious superior attesting to the priest’s ordination

and good standing and certifying that there is nothing preventing

him from celebrating Mass. It must be dated within a year of

being given to the Rector of the church when the priest presents

it. The term “rector” in can. 903 refers to any priest or religious

who is in charge of a church or a chapel, such as a Parish Priest,

Parochial Administrator, Priest in charge, or Superior of a religious

house having a chapel or oratory. Even though the canon refers

to a commendatory letter not more than a year old, the diocesan

Bishop can always reduce the time limit of the letter to 6 or 3

months and also issue special regulations if, in some circumstances,

there is a clear danger of imposters or debarred priests turning

up.

Some dioceses issue such a letter each year in the form of an

identification card, which states that the priest is in good standing

and requests that appropriate hospitality be extended to him. A

celebret in this fashion might also include a photograph of the

priest lest there be any doubt as to the authentic bearer of the

card. Unlike other ID cards, which may be for life, a celebret

is for a determinate period of time.

A priest who is taking his annual leave outside his diocese and

planning to perform some ministry or wishing to celebrate or

concelebrate Mass or other celebrations in the parish, should

have his celebret with him. Without it, a priest may be met with
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an embarrassing refusal. A celebret is a proof of his good standing

as a priest. Therefore, it should not be seen as an awkward

demand if a visiting priest is asked to produce his celebret. In

fact, that should be seen as a sign of diligence, a way of stopping

fraudsters, or maybe suspended priests, from administering the

sacrament invalidly.

Every time a priest visits a church or a religious house for liturgical

celebrations, the priest or the superior responsible for permitting

him does not have to demand every time a celebret or a letter

of good standing from the visiting or guest priest, provided “it can

be prudently judged that he is not debarred from celebrating”.

Someone known and trusted by the priest/superior can vouch for

the good standing of the unknown priest.

If a ‘fake priest’ or a suspended or dismissed priest is permitted

to celebrate sacraments such as confession and marriage, not

only will they be invalid, but they would create terrible

psychological and spiritual turmoil for the faithful who received

them from impersonators or fraudsters. The burden of responsibility

to see that only priests with good standing be permitted to perform

activities or ministries in the parish rests on the Parish Priests or

their equivalents in their parishes and on Rectors or Superiors in

the case of chapels or oratories under their care.

- Rev. Victor George D’Souza

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Rev. Fr Aloysius D Souza, St Zuze Vaz Home, Jeppu, completes

98 years and celebrates his 99th birthday on 29.01.2023.

Rev. Fr Victor Machado (Jr), Mangalore-Africa Mission in Same

Diocese, completes 60 years (Diamond Jubilee) and celebrates

his 61st birthday on 25.01.2023.

You have touched the lives of many, so today, it is our turn

to warm your heart with our good wishes. On your special

day, may you find happiness in the Lord, and may He give

you the desires of your heart!
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l Mrs Eliza Castelino (90 years), sister of Rev. Fr John Noronha,

St Zuze Vaz Home, Jeppu, expired on 26.11.2022. Her funeral

took place on 29.11.2022 at Immaculate Conception Church,

Kinnigoli.

l Mrs. Marceline Pinto (84 years), sister of Rev. Fr William

Gonsalves, St Zuze Vaz  Home, Jeppu, expired on 26.12.2022.

Her funeral took place on 29.12.2022 at the Most Holy

Redeemer Church, Belthangady.


