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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY 2024
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General Body Meeting of CBE, Bishop’s
House

Confirmation, Maril Parish
Mass and Eucharistic Procession

Evaluation of the Eucharistic Procession,
Bishop’s House

Pastoral Visit, Bolkunje

BEC Diocesan Service Team Meeting,
Pastoral Centre

ICEL online Meeting

Diocesan Finance Council Meeting
Clergy Ongoing Formation, Pastoral Centre
Pastoral Visit, Ujire

Ordination at Infant Jesus Shrine,
Bikarnakatte

Festal Mass, Karkal, Attur

Silver Jubilee, Lourdes Central School,
Bejai

Silver Jubilee, Bambil Parish
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27-28 Pastoral Visit, Ferar

29-09 February CCBI, CBCI and Board Meeting,
St Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Religious men and women, 10; Lay faithful, 11;
Diocesan Clergy, 23

BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 2024

Papal Intention for January: Pope Francis invites the whole
Church to pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognise the
gift of diversity of charisms and richness of different traditions
within the Church. In its Letter Iuvenescit Ecclesia (16.05.2016),
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith highlighted the
gifts the Lord has poured within the Church. Newer ecclesial
groups and movements have been taking up the task of
evangelisation around the world, thanks to these charisms. These
have been “a great source of renewal for the Church and for the
urgent ‘pastoral and missionary conversion’ of all ecclesial life”
(n. 2). The whole Church must make a concerted effort with the
help of the Holy Spirit to discern the authentic charisms given by
the Holy Spirit and the richness of the traditions. Let us think and
feel with the Church (sentire cum ecclesia) to identify the Lord’s
work amid us and support the spread of the Gospel through our
prayer.

Eucharistic Procession, 7 January 2023: On the Solemnity
of the Epiphany of our Lord, we are taking the Eucharistic
Procession in the last 80 years. Eucharist draws us together as
one family to give witness to Lord’s living presence among us.
The Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches about Eucharist: “It is a sign of unity, a bond of charity,
a paschal banquet, in which Christ is consumed, the mind is filled
with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us” (n. 271).
The Eucharist contains the entire spiritual riches of the Church
since the Church has no other spiritual riches apart from Jesus
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Christ and that which was given to her by him. The Eucharistic
Procession marks our devotion and love towards the Eucharist.
I request the Parish Priests to encourage the people to participate
in this great event.

Year of Prayer in View of Jubilee 2025: Pope Francis has
already declared that 2024 will be a year of preparation for the
Jubilee of our Lord. Together with the study of the 4 Constitutions
of the Second Vatican Council, let us also learn to pray unceasingly
and intensely for the Jubilee throughout the year 2024, by organising
various prayer meetings and Eucharistic Adoration. It is also
opportune to learn different forms of spirituality and methods of
prayer, especially the Lectio divina (Verbum Domini, nn.
86-87), which is based on the devout reading of the Word of
God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, in Part IV, deals
with the Prayer in Christian life, together with the Prayer our
Lord taught us. This is an important resource which we must use
profusely to delve deeply into the life of prayer and thus prepare
ourselves to meet our Lord celebrating his Jubilee.

Unity Octave, 18-25 January: The Christian unity is of significant
importance, especially in today’ world. Prayer Octave for Christian
Unity is celebrated worldwide since many years especially in our
seminaries and theological institutes. This year, the theme for
Prayer for Christian Unity is, “You shall love the Lord your
God...and your neighbour as yourself’ (Luke 10:27). I appeal
to you to pray earnestly for Christian unity involving the members
of the Ecumenical Commission in your parish.

Word of God Sunday, 21 January 2024: In Aperuit Illis
(30.09.2019), Pope Francis declared the Third Sunday of Ordinary
Time as the Word of God Sunday (n. 3). He invites us to treat
the Word of God with special honour. The Pope says: “This Sunday
of the Word of God will thus be a fitting part of that time of the
year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the
Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity. The Scriptures
point out, for those who listen, the path to authentic and firm
unity” (n. 3). All Christians consider the Word of God as a lamp
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to their steps. The Word of God is our great treasure. Let us not
bury it unused. The priests should give attention to proclaim the
Word of God with faith, explain its efficacy in reading it and
listening to it devoutly (cf. Dei Verbum n. 1). Let us remind our
people constantly to continue the Biblothon, the race of regular
reading of the Word of God.

Ecumenical Sunday, 28 January 2024: Pope Francis says:
“We Christians bring peace and grace as a treasure to be offered
to the world, but these gifts can bear fruit only when Christians
live and work together in harmony”. I recommend that we work
at bringing greater collaboration and promoting unity through
common prayer with the mainline Churches in our vicinity. Along
with them, you may also invite Syro-Malabar (diocese of
Belthangady) and Syro-Malankara (diocese of Puttur) Churches.
The diocesan Secretary for Ecumenism will send you a list of
non-Catholic mainline Churches within our diocese and a prayer
service in Konkani / Kannada / English. Let us make this occasion
a step towards witnessing the unity prayed for by our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Wish you all a Joy filled and blessed New Year 2024. May the
Lord accompany you in every moment of your life.

¥ Peter Paul Saldanha
Bishop of Mangalore

OPPORTUNITY FOR A PLENARY INDULGENCE

On the occasion of the Centenary Celebration of the Congregation
of the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master, the Apostolic
Penitentiary by virtue of the special faculties entrusted to it by
the Holy Father, has granted the Plenary Indulgence, which can
be obtained from November 21, 2023, until March 25, 2024,
under the usual conditions (Sacramental Confession, Eucharistic
Communion and prayer according to the intentions of the Holy
Father) by those faithful who are truly penitent, who visit in
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pilgrimage the sacred place (chapel) belonging to the above named
Congregation and there at least spend a suitable time in pious
meditation to be concluded with the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed
and invocation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Blessed
Founder James Alberione.

The Plenary Indulgence can also be obtained by the elderly, the
sick and those who, for serious reasons, are unable to leave their
house, who are completely free from any affection for sin and
who intend to fulfil as soon as possible the three conditions (to
make Sacramental Confession, to take part in Eucharistic
Communion and to pray for the intentions of the Holy Father), if
they spiritually unite themselves to the Jubilee Celebrations and
offer to the merciful God their prayers, their pains and their
sufferings in their lives. I recommend that our faithful take
advantage of this special spiritual opportunity by fulfilling the
necessary conditions within the prescribed time frame.

ANNUAL MISSION STATISTICS - 2023

The Annual Mission Statistics Sheets / Forms for the year
2023 will be sent to Parish Priests and Superiors of Religious
Houses (Men and Women), and you will receive them by January
8, 2024. If you do not receive them by that date, please collect
them from the reception desk at the Bishop’s House, Kodialbail.

Please update the statistics of your parish/institution, fill in the
correct details in the columns/spaces provided in the forms and
return them to the Chancery as soon as possible. The completed
forms must reach the Chancery before February 15, 2024.
Please check and then complete the information to reflect the
true situation of the parish/institution.

Each diocese must send the data on mission statistics to the Holy
See within the prescribed time limits. For this reason, we ask the
Parish Priests to remind the heads of religious convents or houses
in their parishes to send the completed forms to the Office of the
Chancery by the date mentioned above.
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PASTORAL INSTITUTE
SHANTHI KIRAN - BAJJODI
Ongoing Formation Programme for the Clergy

Topic : “Study on the Four Constitutions of the Second
Vatican Council”

Resource Person: Rev. Fr Yesu Karunanidhi
National Coordinator of the Jubilee

Place : Shanthi Kiran, Pastoral Institute

Date : 17 and 18 January 2024

Time : 9.00 am. to 1.00 p.m.

17 December 2024 18 December 2024
Vicariates Vicariates
Episcopal City Bela
Mangalore City Belthangady
Pezar Baptwal
Surathkal Kirem
Vittal Permannur
Puttur
Moodbidri

1. Kindly Mark your Calendar and be present for this important
programme.

2. If you are unable to attend the programme on the day assigned
to your deanery, please let us know by 15 January 2024 - to
avoid a shortage or wastage of food.

Contact No. Fr Santhosh Rodrigues 9845833648
Br Johnson Crasta 9946830015
Ms Reshma Lobo 7259731630

Fr. Santhosh Rodrigues
Director, Pastoral Institute
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MANGALA JYOTHI

I. Programmes for January 2024

2-11 CCBI - Catechetical Commission office
6 VII & X Std. School Catechism / VE Annual
Exam
7 Online Catechetical course class 1
7 : Liturgy Animation - Diocesan Eucharistic
Procession
14 Online Catechetical course class 2
14 : Adult Catechesis on liturgy and sacraments, Lectors
training, Talapady parish
16-17 : Evaluation of the Answer scripts (VII & X Std.),
MJ
21-26 St Lawrence Basilica Attur - ministry and stall

28

: Adult Catechesis - Bola Parish

29-Feb 2: Konkani Missal work - 3rd phase - Goa

II. Commission for Catechetics:
1. VII & X Std. Catechism and VE exams: The Diocesan

level VII & X Std. Catechism, as well as VE exams, will be
conducted on Saturday, 06 January 2024, from 10.00 a.m. to
12.30 p.m. For details, refer to our website
www.mangalajyothi.com or Mangala Jyothi Bulletin, December
2023 issue.

Sunday Catechism Annual Exams 2024:
Exam date: 18-02-2024, morning hours.

Mangala Jyothi is preparing common question papers for the
annual exams (Std. IV to X). The question paper pattern has
already been published in our December bulletin issue. A
copy of the question paper (Std. IV to X) will be sent to
Deanery Priest Coordinators and Deans of the respective
deaneries by 15 February 2024. Hence, Parish Priests are
requested to collect the question papers from them. You are
free to modify the question paper according to your situation

or syllabus if necessary. Please do not change the date of the
examination.
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3. Parish / Diocesan level Catechism Day: You are requested
to organise Catechism Day at the parish level either on 25
February or in March or at your convenience. The diocesan
level Value Education Day will be celebrated on 2 March
2024, Saturday, from 3.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. at Cordel Parish,
Frad Saib Hall. Also, the diocesan level Catechism Day and
Golden Jubilee of Mangala Jyothi will be celebrated on 3
March 2024, Sunday from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. at Kulshekar
Church/Frad Saib Hall. You are cordially invited to the
programme.

4. New Value Education series: In the year 2023, we have
already introduced a new syllabus and Textbooks for the
schools. The books have been published at the national level
(CCBI). We have requested the publishers to provide us the
books at a lower price. The publishers have agreed to the
same. The revised price of VE series 2024 will be intimated
to you soon.

As directed by CCBI, the schools under diocesan or
religious administration are asked to use only the textbooks
published by CCBI.

III. Books and other Items available at our Stall:

Ordo 2024 / Ordo Stand; 3383095 ooy 2024; Missal -
English & Kannada, Konkani (reprint edition); Lectionary -
Konkani, English & Kannada; Mass Candles, Hosts and particles;
Incense; First Holy Communion candles, crown, veil, Rosary,
scapular & Certificates; Confirmation Certificates; Clergy shirts;
All kinds of church and religious articles; Mass vestments, albs,
surplice, chalice, ciborium etc. Catechetical, Liturgical, Biblical
and Spiritual books.

IV. Information: There will be a Mangala Jyothi stall during the
annual festival of St Lawrence Basilica in Attur. There is a
provision for renewal of subscriptions to Jesuchi Suvartha and
Devacha Sobdacho Sombram. Please inform your parishioners.

V. Jubilee Year - Year of Prayer 2024: Themes for adult
catechesis based on CCC (especially during the Lenten retreat.)
You can give these themes to the retreat preachers.
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1. What is a faith experience?
2. How can we know God’s will?
3. Is Jesus still speaking to us today?
4. Who is Jesus? Is Jesus truly the Son of God?
5. The role of the Holy Spirit in our life.
6. One Holy Catholic, Apostolic Church and the role of the
Catholic Church in the modern world?
7. Why form Small Christian Communities?
8. Why should we have a personal and community devotion
to Mary?
9. How can we believe in mysteries of faith?
10. How was the Trinity revealed to us?
11. Should we always rely on God’s providence?
12.  Does the devil really exist?
13.  Sin and its consequences.
14. Effects of Sacraments in our life.
15. How to form one’s conscience? Why do we need to go
for confession?
16. Sacrament of Marriage - commitment, spirituality, celibacy
17. Various vocations in the church.
18.  Why is Sunday called the Lord’s day? Full, Active and
Conscious participation in the Eucharist.
19. Impact of Baptism and Confirmation.
20. Social justice in the world.
21.  Option for the poor.
22. Resurrection, Life after death.
23. Faith life of children and youth in the family.
24.  Should we pray to Christ or to the Father?
25. Is prayer really indispensable?
26. Articles of Our Father prayer
27. Why doesn’t God answer our prayers?
28. What are the best methods of the prayer?
29. Happiness in the midst of trials.
30. Ten Commandments and love
31. Why read the Bible?
32. How can the Word of God inspire our family life?
33. Listening to God

For more details, refer to Adult Catechism - Volume I -

III, published by CCBI and also refer CCC, CCCC, YOUCAT,
DOCAT. - Director, Mangala Jyothi
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WORD OF GOD SUNDAY AND BIBLE CLASSES

A. Word of God Sunday

Pope Francis, on 30 September 2019, the liturgical Memorial of
Saint Jerome through the Apostolic Letter Aperuit Illis instituted
the Word of God Sunday and declared that the Third Sunday of
the Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and
dissemination of the word of God. This liturgical year it falls on
21 January 2024. The theme suggested by CCBI for the Sunday
of the Word of God is “Remain in My Word” “Soiw, evze0e®
To0.”

We are urged to celebrate this Sunday as the true festival of the
Word of God. Some of the activities that could be organised in
the parishes and institutions are as follows:

1. In the Eucharistic celebration, the sacred text be enthroned in
order to focus the attention of the assembly on the normative
value of God’s word (Aperuit Illis, 3). 2. Giving a Bible, or one
of its books, to the entire assembly as a way of showing the
importance of learning how to read, appreciate and pray daily
with sacred Scripture, especially through the practice of lectio
divina word (Aperuit Illis, 3). 3. Bible Quiz, 4. Bible reading
sessions, 4. Bible Exhibition, 5. Biblical model-making competitions
or Seminars, 6. Bible Housie-Housie, 7. Biblical storytelling, 8.
Biblical Characters Fancy Dress, 9. Biblical Evening with Biblical
Skits, enacting of biblical passages, songs, dances, 10. Bible
manuscript-writing competitions, biblical drawing competitions,
chart making, etc., 11. Bible Study sessions, 12. Biblical Film
screening. This list can continue. These and other similar activities
can be organised for the faithful of all age groups.

Diocesan Level Bible Quiz: The Commission for Bible will
organise a Diocesan Level Online Bible Quiz in the Gospel of
John and the Letters of John in Konkani and English on 26
January 2024, evening from 8.00 p.m. to 08.30 p.m. Please
encourage the faithful to prepare for the Quiz and participate.
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B. Announcement of Bible Classes

Commission for Bible, Diocese of Mangalore, is happy to announce
the following Bible Classes in Konkanni for Priests, religious, and
Lay Faithful. Parish priests are humbly requested to make this
known to the people:

1. Diocesan Level Bible Class:

Topic : “So that you may believe” — An In-depth Study of the
Gospel of John. 20 Aoy, wET” — 2OTWOF
RTOZEWT  MOOWONT BP0

Dates : 2024 February 03, 10, 17, 24, March 02, 09, 16
Seven Saturdays from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.

Venue: Ephphatha Biblical Centre, Pastoral Centre Hall, Shanthi
Kiran, Bajjodi

To register contact - Ephphatha Biblical Centre, DTVFD VRIS

Boe3ot, 9844763634.

2. Permannur (St Zuze Vaz) Deanery Level Bible Class:
Topic : “I will be with you always” — An In-depth Study of the
Gospel of Matthew. “To0%" AWOTE R, TONO
BRER0” — SIwrs RIBFWT THOEONT WFONT
Dates : 2024 February 18, 25, March 03, 10, 17
Five Sundays from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
Venue: Permannur Church Hall
To register, contact the respective Parish Priests or the Secretary
of the Commission for Bible of the Parish.

— Secretary, Commission for Bible

Non-liturgical objects or artefacts in the sanctuary that obstruct the
clear view of the assembly or hinder the faithful’s concentration on
the celebration of the sacred mystery itself should be avoided.
Although artistic banners or logos relating to faith events of the
parish, diocese, or universal Church may be used on the day of their
unveiling or inauguration, it is best to avoid placing them in the
sanctuary at other times as they have no role in the liturgical
celebration and tend to draw attention away from the centrality of the
celebration.
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05.01.2024
07.01.2024
14.01.2024

20.01.2024

21.01.2024
22.01.2024

23.01.2024

24.01.2024

25.01.2024

26.01.2024

27.01.2024
28.01.2024

29.01.2024

PROGRAMMES OF CODP

Christmas celebration in Fajir

Training on Government Schemes in Nanthoor
Training on the Right to Information Act in
Seethangoli,

Training on Convection and Listening in Bakrabail
Awareness on Drug Abuse in Kumble,

Training on Environment Protection and Government
Schemes in Kokkada,

Training on Convection and Listening in Vorkady
Training on Panchayath Raj in Kalathur

Training on the Right to Information Act in Sheni
and Shanthipalla

Strengthening of Gender Sensitivity teams in
Talapady, FAEE (The Foundation for Advancement
of Excellence in Education), USA visit to CODP
Visit of Child Sponsorship Agency donors from
Joy for Kids, Belgium

Training on Inspired Approach to Community
Development, Visit of Child Sponsorship Agency
donors from Joy for Kids, Belgium

Training on Plastic Waste Management in Puttur,
Training on Convection and Listening in
Manjeshwar

Training on Panchayath Raj in Modankap
Training on Government Schemes in Balepuni,
Training on Natural Resource Management in Saya
Training on the Right to Information Act in Kumdaje

*Important Information to Parish Priests and Beneficiaries
of CODP Golden Jubilee Diocesan Housing Project: Kindly
note that all the applicants who have not yet submitted their
documents and have not started the work shall be postponed to
the next financial year. These applications will not be considered
for the 2023 budget.

— Director, CODP
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LITURGY QUESTION OF MASS CONFUSION:
GO FORTH OR STAY BACK?

General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) states: “When
the Prayer after Communion is concluded, brief announcements
should be made to the people, if there are any” (no. 166). If
there is a Deacon who assists at Mass, “once the Prayer after
Communion has been said, the Deacon makes brief announcements
to the people, if indeed any need to be made, unless the Priest
prefers to do this himself” (no. 184).

Whether a Priest or Deacon makes the announcements, the GIRM
requires that they be brief. For this reason, this is not the time
for a second homily. Not everything needs to be announced.
According to Nick Wagner, “The best announcements last no
longer than thirty seconds each. That is the length of most
television commercials, and it is the length of most parishioners’
attention spans for advertisements, no matter how worthy.” People
feel abused when we Priests do not respect their time. Liturgy
is abused when, at the end of the celebration, people focus and
talk only about this non-liturgical part and not about the message
and experience of the liturgy they have celebrated.

When the GIRM instructs that short announcements be made
after the prayer following Communion, we know that in many
parishes, Priests prefer to do this after the Concluding Rites. This
practice also seems legitimate and pastorally adequate. Liturgically,
however, if it is done without knowing what the Priest has just
said before making the announcements, it leaves much room for
confusion at Mass or Mass confusion!

Let me explain: The Priest says at the Concluding Rites: (a) “Go
forth, the Mass is ended”; (b) “Go and announce the Gospel of
the Lord”; (c) “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life”; or
a plain and simple (d) “Go in peace.” The common thread between
these four phrases is the command to “go”. This means that all
the ministers and all the faithful are to depart in peace. They “go
back to doing good works, praising and blessing God,” until they
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gather for Eucharist again (GIRM 90c). The command to go
refers to the urgency of the mission.

However, the act of the Priest giving another contradictory
command to “please sit” for the announcements after having
dismissed the assembly with the command to “go” is self-
contradictory and blatantly puzzling. The command to go (=20)
and then, in the same breath, the command to sit (20%o) or stay
back shows the glaring lack of attention of the Priest to his own
words. He is saying one thing mechanically and without thinking
about it while he really wants another thing! Would not what
Jesus said when he sacrificed his life on the Cross - “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” - also
apply to the Priests if they behave in a similar way in the liturgical
celebrations? It doesn’t seem right to hold people hostage after
the final blessing and liturgical dismissal, forcing them to listen to
a bunch of extra-liturgical stuff and telling them to stay back
when the Priest has actually asked them to go or leave!

Is there a way out? In my considered opinion, yes. After the final
blessing, but without giving the dismissal command, the Priest
may ask the assembly to sit down for the announcements, if they
last more than a minute, and at the end, ask the assembly to
stand and give the dismissal command as in the Roman Missal,
such as “Go in peace” or “Go forth, the Mass is ended”. This
order also seems reasonable and meaningful. The announcements
introduced at this point in time would be in harmony with the
principle: say what you mean and mean what you say.

When the directness between our ritual words and actions breaks
down, we end up with an infinite regress of signs and words.
There should be no room for betraying the signs or for betraying
the meaning of the words. A dissonance between words and
signs/actions is found when Judas uses a kiss as a sign to arrest
Jesus. What we say and what we mean or do in the liturgy
should be aligned. Striving for honesty between our different
signs must be a primary quality of liturgy. In a word, good liturgy
should do what it says and say what it does.

— Rev. Victor George D’Souza
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THE ALTAR IS NOT A STAGE!

[The following Communication was issued by the Episcopal
Curia of the Diocese of Lucera Troia in Italy on 3 December
2023, to be followed in the said diocese. It is published here
for the attention of the priests and faithful of our diocese,
since it remains valid everywhere]

The altar is not a stage! In a time like ours, in which anonymity
seems to spread more and more, it is not uncommon to meet
people in a sometimes neurotic search for visibility.

It is, therefore, more than appropriate to call for the discretion
required by liturgical actions and sacred spaces, starting with the
altar.

The altar is not a stage from which the many devotees of our
churches can exhibit their religious inspiration.

The altar is not a stage for administrators and politicians to
indulge in rhetorical and inappropriate “rallies”. Institutional
interventions are welcome as long as they are based on moderation
and common sense.

The altar is not a stage from which children present their “artistic”
abilities to the boast of their parents.

The altar is not, not even for priests, a stage to show themselves,
obscuring the mystery and person of Jesus, who remains the
centre and foundation of our faith, as well as the only true
redeemer of the world.

The saying attributed to Ignatius of Loyola applies to everyone
who, addressing his brothers, loved to say: Remember that the
Messiah already exists; he is only one, and it is not you.

(From https://diocesiluceratroia.it/laltare-non-e-un-palcoscenico/)

The logos and banners, while not constituting liturgical objects or
liturgical aids, could serve a catechetical purpose, but the sanctuary
is not a catechetical classroom or display area. As a result, these
objects should preferably be placed in some other suitable place
outside the sanctuary.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

1. Rev. Sylvester D Costa, Parish Priest, Immaculate Conception
Church, Mulki, celebrates his 60th birthday (shahti poorthi)
on 28.01.2024.

2. Rev. Aloysius D Souza, St Zuze Vas Home, Jeppu, celebrates
his 99th birthday-anniversary or the 100" birthday on
29.01.2024.

On your special day, may you be blessed with good health,
happiness, and continued strength to serve the Lord. We
celebrate not only your birthday but also your unwavering
dedication to God’s work. May your life continue to be a
beacon of faith and hope. Happy Birthday!
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