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Inauguration of the Community Hall,
Nirkan

Gladsom Day

Ordination at Derebail

Golden Jubilee, Adyapady

Feast of the Holy Cross, Nanthoor
Pastoral Visit, Nidpally

Confirmation at Cathedral

CCBI Executive Committee Meeting,
Bangalore

Confirmation at Neermarga

College Day, SJEC

Confirmation at Farla

Confirmation at Bannur

Centenary Celebration of PDDM
Congregation, Bondel

Pastoral Visit, Loretto

Golden Jubilee of CODP, at Bendur

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Diocesan Clergy, 22; Religious, 23; Lay Faithful, 29.
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR MAY 2024

The Papal Intention for May: Pope Francis invites us to pray
that religious women, men and seminarians grow in their own
vocation through their human, pastoral, spiritual and community
formation leading them to be credible witnesses to the Gospel.
The Church exists for evangelization. She needs true witnesses.
The formation of the baptized as true witnesses is an indispensable
task. The formation indicates following a singular ‘journey of
discipleship’, which begins at Baptism, is perfected through the
other sacraments of Christian Initiation, comes to be appreciated
as the centre of one’s life at the beginning of Seminary or religious
formation, and continues through the whole of life. The formation
houses should focus on forming ‘missionary disciples’ who are
‘in love’ with the Master. They must be shepherds ‘with the
smell of the sheep’, who live in their midst to bring the mercy of
God to them. Hence, every formee should always feel that he/
she is a disciple on a journey, constantly needing an integrated
formation, understood as a continuous configuration to Christ.
People of our times look for such witnesses who resemble Christ.
Let us pray that all of us truly become witnesses after the heart
of Christ.

Month of Mother Mary: The Marian month invites us to
dedicate our time to prayer. Being the Year of Prayer, this
month urges us all the more to focus fervently on praying the
Rosary and contemplate the mysteries of Christ and Mary, who
is the epitome of the Church. Mother Mary herself is the model
par excellence of Prayer. During her apparition at Fatima on 13
May 1917 and thereafter she gave a call to pray the Rosary for
world peace. These days we witness that continuous missile
attacks and bombardments from different fronts are shattering
the world. People of one race are up in arms against another
race and of one religion against another. The political leaders
give open call to destroy the other for one’s vested interests and
have no qualms of conscience. May Mother Mary help this world,
“the valley of tears”. Please organize prayer meetings and Rosary
meets for world peace.
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Congratulations to the New Priests: I heartily congratulate
the new priests, Fr Norman John Mathias, Fr Pradeep Clarence
Rodrigues and Fr Lanson Maxim Pinto. I sincerely thank their
Parents, Parish Priests, Formators, Ministry Guides and those
involved in their formation. A special thanks to the Vicar General,
Rector of the Cathedral, the Director of Mangala Jyothi, and all
those who have helped in the celebration of ordination on 11
April 2024. 1 request everyone to pray for our priests so that
they may give their best in the work of the Lord and for the
Church.

Year of Study: The booklets on the Four Constitutions of the
Second Vatican Council are available. Though 2023 was the
Year of Study of these documents, we had little time left after
the inauguration of the preparation for Jubilee 2025. May is a
month when schools are closed. It is a good time for adults to
study the Constitutions at the parish and deanery levels. The
members of the Commissions for Bible, Proclamation and
Evangelization, and Catechetics can study Dei Verbum, the
Document on the Word of God. The Commissions for Liturgy
and Seminary and Religious Vocation can study the various
aspects of Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium) to deepen the
understanding of how liturgy forms our Christian life. Similarly,
the Commissions for Social Communication, Justice and Peace,
family and Youth can focus on the Church in the Modern World
(Gaudium et Spes), and all Commissions can study on the
fundamental document on the Church, Lumen Gentium. I request
the Vicars Forane and Parish Priests to take leadership in forming
the Commission Members using the material already published.
Resource Persons are also available among Priests, Religious
Sisters and Lay Faithful. You may contact the Staff from the
Seminary.

Month of Transfers: The transfer of Priests begins from 6
May. There is excitement about going to a new place, meeting
new people and beginning the mission there. There is a wonderful
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practice of gratefully acknowledging the services of the outgoing
Priest and gracefully welcoming the new Priest. The whole
diocese is one family. While bidding farewell is painful, welcoming
a new person is joyful. I request all Christ’s faithful to welcome
the Priests as Christ’s ambassadors. I urge Priests to remember
what you learnt in early formation: ‘Leave the place better than
you found it’. ‘Leave memorable positive impressions as you
go’. One might have developed attachments towards the place
and persons after many years of collaborative work. However,
as missionary disciples, we are called to leave the place as
Abraham was asked to do and go to the place the Lord has
chosen for us.

Pray for the Rain: Though we had some sporadic showers, the
rise of global temperature is alarming. We must pray unceasingly
for good rain this year. In Laudate Deum, Pope Francis reminds
us to work with the global community to reduce the temperature
by reducing the use of fossil fuels. He invites us to collaborate
with every effort towards the use of clean energy by changing
our lifestyle. The Pope says: “the need to realize that there are
no lasting changes without cultural changes, without a maturing
of lifestyles and convictions within societies, and there are no
cultural changes without personal changes” (n. 70). Let us find
ways and means to reduce the temperature by using less and
less fossil fuels, and also by planting more saplings during the
rainy season and do the water harvesting.

First World Children’s Day, 25-26 May: Pope Francis has
declared that the First World Children’s Day is going to be
celebrated in this month in Rome. He has chosen the theme:
“Behold, I make all things new” (Rev 21:5). In his message, he
invites the children to pray “to become builders of a new, more
humane, just and peaceful world”. They have to pray the prayer
Jesus taught us, the Our Father, in the morning and in the
evening together with the parents, grandparents, brothers and
sisters. In the language of the children, the Pope talks of a secret
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to be happy: “If we really want to be happy, we need to pray,
to pray a lot, to pray every day, because prayer connects us
directly to God. Prayer fills our hearts with light and warmth; it
helps us to do everything with confidence and peace of mind”.
Let us encourage the children to pray the Our Father in the
morning and in the evening in order to build a better and more
humane world.

May the Queen of the Holy Rosary intercede for all the families
in the world.
% Peter Paul Saldanha
Bishop of Mangalore

ANNIVERSARY OF THE
EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

Most Rev. Aloysius Paul D’Souza, Bishop Emeritus, Diocese of
Mangalore, celebrates the Twenty-Eighth Anniversary of the
Episcopal Ordination on May 15.

Happy Anniversary of your Episcopal Ordination! Your
episcopal life has been a testament to your unwavering faith.
May you continue to inspire us all. The Lord bless you with
abundant joy just as you have blessed so many in your
episcopal ministry.

HAPPY GOLDEN JUBILEE

Rev. Wilfred Gonsalves, St. Zuze Vaz Home, Jeppu, will celebrate
the 50th anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood on May
21, 2024.

Ordination is not the celebration of a career but the
consecration of a life. May your priesthood be a beacon of
hope and a source of divine love for all. Congratulations
and Happy Golden Jubilee.
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DIOCESE OF MANGALORE
Priests’ Transfers and Assignments — 2024

No. Name From To Date
1 [Rev. Alwyn Studies, Director, Family 19.05.2024
Richard Bangalore Life Centre;
D’Souza Guardian, St Zuze
Vaz Home, Jeppu
2 |Rev. Anil Director, FLC; |PP, Pakshikere 20.05.2024
Alfred D’Souza | Guardian,
St ZV Home
3 [Rev. Melwyn |PP, Pakshikere [PP. Alangar 21.05.2024
Noronha
4 |Rev. Walter PP, Alangar PP, Bendur 22.05.2024
D’Souza
5 |Rev. Vincent PP, Bendur Sick Leave, 23.05.2024
Monteiro St Zuze Vaz Home,
Jeppu
6 |Rev. Stany Campus PP, Mukka 20.05.2024
Pinto Director, Puttur
7 |Rev. Cyril Pinto | PP, Mukka Chaplain, 21.05.2024
Olavinahalli
8 [Rev. Stany Chaplain, PP, Indubettu 22.05.2024
Monteiro Olavinahalli
9 [Rev. John PP, Indubettu PP, Maril 23.05.2024
Baptist Moras
10 |Rev. Donald Par. Adm., Asst Admin., 24.05.2024
Nilesh Crasta | Maril FMMCH,
Kankanady
11 |Rev. Maxim M. | HM, Neerude |HM (on deputation), |[15.05.2024
D’Souza St Philomena High
School & Warden,
Boys” Hostel, Puttur
12 |Rev. Roshan Admin. FMHC, | PP, Badyar & 13.05.2024
Crasta Deralakatte Administrator, Fr [ -===n===nmn--
L.M. Pinto Hospital | 01.07.2024
13 [Rev. Melwyn |PP, Badyar PP, Kumbla 14.05.2024
D’Souza
14 |Rev. Aml PP, Kumbla PP, Kokkada 15.05.2024
Prakash D’Silva
15 |Rev. Jagadish | PP, Kokkada Procurator, 16.05.2024
Pinto Bishop’s House
16 |Rev. Ronald Procurator, PP, Pezar 20.05.2024
E.L.D’Souza | Bishop’s House
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No. Name From To Date
17 |Rev. Marcel PP, Pezar PP, Kuppepadavu  [21.05.2024
Saldanha
18 |Rev. Gratian PP, PP, Nellyadi 22.05.2024
Alvares Kuppepadavu
19 |Rev. Vincent PP, Nellyadi Director, Kripa 23.05.2024
D’Souza Sadhana, Bajpe
20 |Rev. Antony Director, Kripa |Director, Gladsom |24.05.2024
Clany D’Souza | Sadhana, Bajpe |Home, Mangalore
21 |Rev. Praveen  |Rector, Gladsom |Secretary, Catholic |25.05.2024
Leo Lasrado Home, Mangalore | Board of Education
22 |Rev. Antony M. | Secretary, CBE PP, Mulky 27.05.2024
Shera
23 |Rev. Sylvester |PP, Mulky PP, Kelarai 28.05.2024
D’Costa
24 |Rev. Joseph PP, Kelarai PP, Fajir 29.05.2024
Mascarenhas
25 |Rev. Anil Joel |PP, Fajir PP, Thokur 30.05.2024
D’Souza
26 |Rev. Fr John Chaplain, Chaplain, FMCI, [30.05.2024
Vas Deralakatte Kankanady
& Priest in
Charge, Fajir
27 |Rev. Sunil Par. Adm., Director, BEC/SCC [31.05.2024
George Thokur
D’Souza
28 |Rev. Joachim |Director, PP, Kinnigoli 03.06.2024
Fernandes BEC/SCC
29 |Rev. Faustine |PP, Kinnigoli  |Designate Director 04.06.2024
L. Lobo FMCI, Kankanady &
Admin,FMHC&H,
Deralakatte
30 |Rev. Nelson Asst Adm., Administrator, Father | 15.05.2024
Dheeraj Pais FMCI Muller Homeo
Pharm. Division,
Deralakatte
31 |Rev. Santhosh |B.Ed Studies; |Teaching, 13.05.2024
D’Souza Res: Rosario Udaya School,
Cathedral Manjeshwar;
Res: Sacred Heart
Church, Vorkady
32 |Rev. Naveen HM, Udaya HM, Deva Matha, |16.05.2024
Prakash Pinto | School, Mogarnad
Manjeshwar
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No. Name From To Date
33 |Rev. Gerald Socius, Socius, Milagres 11.06.2024
Pinto (Jr) Angelore
34 |Rev. Stephen | Designate Manager, 01.05.2024
D’Souza Manager, Bettadamane Estate
Bettadamane
35 |Rev. Vincent Manager, Sp. Director, 20.05.2024
Anil Menezes |Bettadamane St Jos. Seminary,
Jeppu
36 |Rev. Lanson New Priest Asst PP, Urwa 06.05.2024
Maxim Pinto
37 |Rev. Johnson |Asst PP, Urwa | Asst PP, Permannur |07.05.2024
Denzil Pereira
38 |Rev. Steevan | Asst PP, Asst PP, Kinnigoli |30.05.2024
Joel Coutinho | Permannur
39 |Rev. Vivek Asst PP, Asst PP, Bendur 06.05.2024
Deepak Pinto | Kinnigoli
40 |Rev. Vivian N. | Asst PP, Bendur | Asst PP, Bajpe 07.05.2024
Rodrigues
41 |Rev. Osmond Asst PP, Bajpe | Asst PP, 08.05.2024
Roshan D’Souza Madanthyar
42 |Rev. William | Asst PP, Asst PP, Bondel 09.05.2024
D’Souza Madanthyar
43 |Rev. Lancy Asst PP, Bondel | Asst PP, Bantwal  |10.05.2024
D’Souza
44 |Rev. Rahul Asst PP, Studies, Bangalore |July 2024
Dexter D’ Souza | Bantwal
45 |Rev. Pradeep C. | New Priest Asst PP, Valencia  |06.05.2024
Rodrigues
46 |Rev. Vijay Asst PP, Asst PP, Cordel 07.05.2024
Monteiro Valencia
47 |Rev. Ivan Peter | Asst PP, Cordel |Asst Manager, 08.05.2024
Cordeiro Codialbail Press
48 |Rev. Norman J. |New Priest Asst PP, Bejai 06.05.2024
Mathias
49 |Rev. Suraj Asst PP, Bejai | Asst PP, & 07.05.2024
Joseph Lobo Teaching, Kumbla
50 |Rev. Michael Sick Leave Sick Leave,
Lobo Res: Home
51 |Rev. Jerome Principal, PP, Naravi 09.08.2024
D’Souza Madanthyar
52 |Rev. Valerian | PP, Naravi Sick Leave — 04.03.2024
Fernandes St Zuze Vaz Home
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No. Name From To Date
53 |Rev. Johnson L. | Principal, Principal, Lourdes |20.05.2024
Sequeira St Mary’s Central School
School. Udupt | (LCS). Beja1
54 |Rev. Robert Principal, LCS | PP, Allipade 04.06.2024
D’Souza Bejai
55 |Rev. Frederick |PP. Allipade PP, Angelore 05.06.2024
Monteiro
56 |Rev. William | PP, Angelore PP, Omzoor 06.06.2024
Menezes
57 |Rev. Alwyn PP, Omzoor Chaplam, White 07.06.2024
Edward D’Cunha Doves, Maroli
58 |Rev. Anil Avild |Par. Adm.. PP, Namnad 01.05.2024
Lobo Nainad
59 |Rev. Stany In-Charge, PP, Manela 01.05.2024
Rodrigues Manela
60 |Rev. Nelson PP, Manela Res: St Antony’s, [01.04.2024
Olivera Jeppu
61 |Rev.Apolinaris |Socius, Kirem |PP, Shakthinagar 17.05.2024
Crasta
62 |Rev. Gerald PP, PP, Uppinangady [19.05.2024
D’Souza Shakthinagar
63 |Rev. Abel PP, PP, Ujire 20.05.2024
Lobo Uppinangady
64 |Rev. James PP, Ujire PP, Ferar 21.05.2024
D’Souza (Jr)
65 |Rev. Antony PP, Ferar PP, Bambil 22.05.2024
Vincent Lewis
66 |Rev. Naveen PP, Bambil PP, Borimar 23.05.2024
Prakash D’Souza
67 |Rev. Gregory |PP. Borimar PP, Mariashram 24.05.2024
Pereira
68 |Rev. Victor Par. Adm., Progr. Coordinator, 25.05.2024
D’Souza (Jr) Mariashram Friendship House &
Asst Dir,, Counselling
Centre
69 |Rev. Stany Socius, Socius, Angelore  |10.06.2024
Fernandes Mariashram
70 |Rev. Lawrence |Asst PP, Bendur |(In addition as Asst PP) | 01.06.2024
Cutinha to Assist in CODP
71 |Rev. Claudy ABVM PP, Bovikana 01.06.2024
Stany Vas, SAC | Province
72 |Rev. Martk Arun |SAC ABVM PP, Farla 01.06.2024
Kumar D’Souza, |Province
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- Rev. Santhosh Rodrigues
Director, Pastoral Institute

Hyperactivity in Priestly Life

Today, in our secular societies, we run the risk of being
hyperactive and at the same time feeling inadequate, with the
result that we lose enthusiasm and are tempted to “pull up the
oars”, to take refuge in complaining, and we forget that God is
infinitely greater than all our problems. When that happens, we
become bitter and prickly, always badmouthing and complaining
about things. Whereas if bitterness and compunction are directed
not to the world but to our own hearts, the Lord will not fail to
visit us and raise us up. That is exactly what the Imitation of
Christ tells us to do: “Busy yourself not about the affairs of
others, and do not become entangled in the business of your
superiors. Keep an eye primarily on yourself, and admonish
yourself instead of your friends. If you do not enjoy the favour
of men, do not let it sadden you; yet consider it a serious matter
if you do not conduct yourself as well or as carefully as is
becoming” (Pope Francis, Chrism Mass Homily, 28.03.2024).
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MANGALA JYOTHI

I. Programmes for May
01-02 : Catechists’ Training, Udupi Diocese
05-09 : CCBI Al training and SP meeting, Bangalore
15-21 : CCBI Catechetics Office, Goa
19 : Lectors” Ongoing Training, Alangar Parish
25-27 : Catechists’ training and Lectors Training, Bangalore

II. Commission for Catechetics - information

1. Inauguration of the New Catechetical Year 2024:

The new catechetical year begins on June 02, 2024 in all the
parishes. An inaugural service will be sent to you and to all the
coordinators soon.

2. Newly Selected Catechism Teachers' (Catechists)
Training: The training for the newly selected catechism teachers
will be held at Mangala Jyothi on June 09, 2024, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Mass is included in this programme. Registration fee is
Rs. 150/- and this should be borne by the parish. Kindly do not
ask the participants to pay the fee from their pocket. We will be
issuing a receipt in the parish’s name. Please register the names
of the participants before June 05, 2024. The certificate will be
given to all the participants. Remember, modern teachers or
catechists require adequate training. It is not the textbook alone
that matters, but the art of teaching faith is the most important
aspect of faith formation.

This training includes

a) Methodology of teaching catechism and how to prepare a
catechism class

b) Audio-visual techniques in catechesis

c) First Holy Communion and Confirmation Catechesis
methodology

d) Introduction to resources of catechesis (Bible, CCC,
YOUCAT, DOCAT)
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e) Faith Psychology of modern children and adolescents

3. Sunday Catechism Textbooks: The Sunday Catechism
textbooks and all the catechetical materials will be available from
May 15 onwards at Mangala Jyothi. Like last year, this year too,
all the students must possess a personal copy of the Bible. Kindly
inform all the parents/students. Please collect the books before
June 15, 2024.

4. Mangala Jyothi Bulletin/Circulars: We will be issuing a
separate bulletin / circular which contains important information
related to Catechetics, Bible and Liturgy. The issues will be sent
to all the heads of the institutions as well as to the parish priests/
coordinators by May 20, 2024. Kindly preserve this copy in the
file. The same will be uploaded to our website.

5. Annual Report of the Catechetical Ministry (2023-24) -
For Deanery Priest Coordinators:

As informed earlier, I request the priest coordinators of the
respective deaneries to collect the report from the parish
coordinators. Prepare a consolidated report using the format given.
Please send the consolidated report of your deanery to our office
by May 10, 2024.

III. Commission for Liturgy - Information:

1. Newly Selected Extraordinary Ministers’ Training:
Newly selected Extraordinary Ministers’ training will be postponed
from June 16 to June 23, 2024. Please note the change in date.
The last date for Registration is June 17, 2024.

Registration Fee: Rs 200/-. Timings: 09 a.m. to 02 p.m.
Venue: Pastoral Centre, Bajjodi
Note:

1. Register the candidates’ names at our office during office
hours, Monday to Friday between 09 a.m. to 05 p.m. / Saturday
09 am. to 01 p.m. either by WhatsApp +91 7204025645 or
info@mangalajyothi.com
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2. The Parish Priest is the authorized person to select the
candidates, not the Vice President or PPC.

3. Age Ciriteria: 40 for admission and 65 for retirement from
ministry (Religious persons exempted)

4. To do this ministry, training, certificate, and installation is
mandatory.

5. Once they are appointed, please enrol their details online by

visiting https://www.mangalajyothi.com/admin/parishlogin.php or
contact our office.

6. Maintain a separate file for this ministry and keep a photocopy
of their training certificate, not the original.

7. Installation Rite is given in the handbook. Please keep one
handbook in the official file

8. Insignia is mandatory for the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, including religious sisters

9. If the faculty of the existing members is not renewed, kindly
write to the Bishop requesting the renewal of it. Renewal of
faculty is mandatory. After the renewal, it should be entered
in the online portal.

III. Books and other Items available at our Stall:

BIT, w9 280 PIw, . 70/~ (Konkani, Kannada &
English); Missal - English (Chapel edition) & Konkani (reprint
edition); Lectionary - Konkani (reprint), Kannada, English (new
revised edition); Mass, votive, mud’dhom, candles; hosts &
particles, incense; First Holy Communion candles, crown, veil,
Rosary, scapulars & certificates; Souvenirs for all types of
religious events; Church articles (Liturgical); Clergy shirts
(Production by Mangala Jyothi); Mass vestments, albs, surplice,
stoles, chalice, ciborium; crucifixes and statues; Catechetical,
Liturgical, Biblical and Spiritual books

- Director, Mangala Jyothi
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02.05.2024 : CODP Field Personnel and Staff Programme in
CODP

03.05.2024 :  Training on Community Development in Moodbidri

15.05.2024 : CODP Field Personnel and Staff Programme in
CODP

16.05.2024 : Training on Safeguarding Policy from KROSS in
Belthangady

18.05.2024 : Training on Community Development in Vorkady

23.05.2024 : Training on Documentation and Book Keeping in
Kotekar

26.05.2024 : Training on Community Development in
Manjeshwar

28.05.2024 : CODP Golden Jubilee Celebration at

St Sebastian Church Premises - Bendur
Training on Global Warming in Bajpe

II. Information from CODP

The following information is to bring to your notice:

1. The Lenten Collection received as of 20 April 2024 from

Parishes is Rs17,72,914/-; Convents and Institutions is
Rs 4,16,330/-. The Top Parishes to be felicitated during the
Golden Jubilee Celebration are:

Parish-wise Average Contribution: Cordel, Valencia,
Bondel, Surathkal, Bendur, Bejai.

Family-wise Average Contribution: Kateel, Hosabettu,
Manela, Nainad, Mukka and Indubettu.

(*According to the average of Lenten Contribution in 2021,
2022, and 2023)

. The Moga Nallo, ‘Donate a Tile with a Smile’ collection as
on 20 April 2024 is Rs. 11,85,000/-
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3. The statistics of Parish wise applications received at CODP.

Parish Wise Applications Received at CODP Phase
(01.04.2023 - 31.03.2024)

No: of Parishes 11111 1 5 3 13 |17
No. of Applications
Received 1318 |7 6 5 4 312

4. Due to multiple applications received from some Parishes
(as mentioned in the table above), we are running short of
resources to honour all applications with Rs 4 lakh per house.
Therefore, a gap period is given for receiving and honouring
the Housing Project applications at CODP (Refer Inter Nos,
vol. 18 April 2024). Kindly wait for further announcement of
Phase 2 from the CODP office.

5. The statistics of the Diocesan Housing Project.

Diocesan Housing Project
(In view of CODP Golden Jubilee)
(01.04.2023 - 31.03.2024)

Sanctioned Rs 4,10,74,000/- | Rupees Four Crore Ten
Amount Lakh Seventy Four
Thousand Only

Paid Amount | Rs 2,49,16,000/- | Rupees Two Crore Forty -
Nine Lakh Sixteen
Thousand only

6. The CODP’s Education Loan — Educare has an overdue
amount of Rs. 1,74,92,000/- (Rupees One Crore Seventy Four
Lakh Ninety Two Thousand Only). We look forward to your
support in encouraging your parishioners to help us clear this
overdue.

7. We cordially invite you to our Golden Jubilee Celebration at
St Sebastian Church Premises, Bendur, on May 28 at 9.30
a.m. for the Jubilee Programme, followed by lunch. A formal
invite will be sent at the earliest.

- Director, CODP
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A Bird’s Eye View of the Declaration of the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith
Dignitas Infinita on Human Dignity

The new document Dignitas infinita of the Dicastery for
the Doctrine of the Faith, published on 8 April 2024, builds on the
papal magisterium of the last decade: from war to poverty, from
violence against migrants to violence against women, from abortion
to surrogate motherhood and euthanasia, from gender theory to
digital violence.

The main innovation of the document, the result of five
years of work, is the inclusion of a number of key bioethical
issues. Abortion, euthanasia and surrogate motherhood, along with
war, poverty and human trafficking, are included in the “non-
exhaustive” list of violations of human dignity.

The first three parts of the Declaration recall fundamental
principles. It strongly affirms “the ontological dignity of human
beings, created in God’s image and redeemed in Jesus Christ".
The document highlights the misunderstandings of those who
prefer the expression “personal dignity” to “human dignity,” since
they understand a person only as ‘one who is capable of
reasoning. The document also reveals that the concept of human
dignity is sometimes misused to justify an arbitrary proliferation
of new rights.

The Declaration then lists “some grave offenses against
human dignity”. These include not only all offenses against life
itself, such as murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, and willful
suicide, but also all violations of the integrity of the human person,
such as mutilation, physical and mental torture, and undue
psychological pressure. Finally, it includes all offenses against
human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary
imprisonment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the sale of women
and children, degrading working conditions in which human beings
are treated as mere tools for profit rather than as free and
responsible persons.

The first issue mentioned is poverty, “one of the greatest
injustices in the contemporary world”. Then there is war, “another
tragedy that denies human dignity”, and always a “defeat of
humanity”. Then there is the “travail of migrants,” whose lives
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are in danger because they no longer have the means to raise a
family, to work, or to feed themselves. It then discusses human
trafficking, the sale of human organs and tissues, the sexual
exploitation of boys and girls, slave labour, including prostitution,
drug and arms trade, terrorism, and international organized crime.

The condemnation of abortion is strong. The document
rejects surrogacy, through which “the child becomes a mere
object”, and reaffirms that “a child is always a gift and never the
basis of a commercial contract”. It also rejects euthanasia and
assisted suicide, mentions the importance of palliative care and
the avoidance of “aggressive treatments or disproportionate medical
procedures,” and affirms that “life is a right, not death, to be
welcomed, not administered”.

The document begins the section on gender theory by
emphasizing that “any sign of unjust discrimination” against
homosexual persons “must be carefully avoided, especially any
form of aggression and violence. Gender theory denies the greatest
possible difference that exists between living beings: sexual
difference. While it judges sex change negatively, it allows the
possibility that a person with genital anomalies that are evident at
birth or that develop later may choose to seek the assistance of
health professionals to resolve these anomalies.

The final item on the list is “digital violence”: It says:
“Consider, for example, how easy it is through these means to
endanger a person’s good name with fake news and slander ...
“it is not healthy to confuse communication with mere virtual
contact. Indeed, the digital environment is also one of loneliness,
manipulation, exploitation, and violence, even to the extreme case
of the ‘dark web.” Digital media can expose people to the risk
of addiction, isolation, and gradual loss of contact with concrete
reality, blocking the development of authentic interpersonal
relationships. New forms of violence are spreading through social
media, for example, cyberbullying. The internet is also a channel
for spreading pornography and the exploitation of persons for
sexual purposes or through gambling.”

The Declaration Dignitas Infinita concludes by stating
that the commitment to human rights is never finished! It also
urges that “respect for the dignity of the human person, beyond
all circumstances, be placed at the centre of the commitment to
the common good and at the centre of every legal system”. O
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® Mr Cyprian Lobo (66 years), brother of Rev. Fr Arun Wilson
Lobo, Principal, Padua College, Nanthoor, and uncle of
Rev. Fr Roshan Crasta, Administrator, Father Muller
Homeopathic Medical College, Deralakatte, passed away on
April 07, 2024. His funeral took place on April 09, 2024 at
Borivali Church, Mumbai.

® Mrs Mercine Crasta, 86 years, mother of Rev. Fr Praveen
Leo Lasrado, Rector, Gladsom Home and Designate Secretary,
Catholic Board of Education, passed away on April 13, 2024.
Her funeral took place on April 16, 2024 at St Joseph’s Church,
Borimar.

Printed by Rev. Fr Lawrence Ronald D’Souza
Published by Rev. Fr Henry Sequeira
owned by Most Rev. Dr. Aloysius Paul D’Souza, Bishop of Mangalore
and printed at Codialbail Press, Bondel, Mangalore — 575 008 and published
at Bishop's House, Mangalore — 575 003. Editor : Rev. Fr Henry Sequeira

Annual Subscription Rs. 60/-



