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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY 2025

3 07.00 p.m. Christmas Get-together with Doctors and

families, FMCI

4 11.00 a.m. Christmas Celebration in the District Prison,

with PMI

5 03.30 p.m. Mass at Milagres, and Eucharistic Procession

9 10.00 a.m. Ordination at Pakshikere

10 04.00 p.m. Diocesan Finance Council, Bishop’s House

11-12 Pastoral Visit, Manjotti Parish

13 09.30 a.m. Ongoing Formation, I Batch, Pastoral

Centre, Bajjodi

04.30 p.m. Evaluation, Eucharistic Procession, Bishop’s

House, Kodialbail

16 09.30 a.m. Ongoing Formation, II Batch, Pastoral Centre

05.30 p.m. Silver Jubilee of St Joseph English Medium

School, Sullia

18 09.00 a.m. Silver Jubilee of Fatima English Medium

School, Miyapadavu

19 Festal Mass at Meppady, Calicut

23 10.30 a.m. Centennial Birthday of Msgr Aloysius

D’Souza, Seminary, Jeppu
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR JANUARY 2025

Papal Intention for January: The Holy Father has called on

the entire Church to pray for migrants, refugees, and those affected

by war, that their right to education may be safeguarded.

Education undoubtedly raises awareness of people’s rights and

duties, and enlightened citizens contribute to building a healthy

society. Let us help the migrants and refugees working in our

Diocese to have better facilities for holistic education.

Eucharistic Procession and Adoring the Lord: On the 5th of

this month, as we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the

Lord, all are cordially invited to participate in the Diocesan

Eucharistic Procession, which marks the Jubilee of the Eucharist.

The theme of this year’s message is: “Hope does not disappoint

us.”  Kindly encourage the Faithful of your parish to join the

procession and pray for the whole Church and our Diocese in

front of the Eucharistic Lord. Please be reminded not to schedule

any programmes in the afternoon to allow for greater participation.

Prayer for Christian Unity: From 18 to 25 January the Week

of Prayer is held for Christian Unity. The theme for the 2025

Week of Prayer is “Do you believe this?” (Jn 11: 26), takes its

cue from the dialogue between Jesus and Martha when Jesus

24 10.30 a.m. Mass and Blessing the Renovated Facility,

Friendship House

25 09.00 a.m. Mass at St Ann’s Convent, Bolar

06.15 p.m. Solemn Vespers, Bejai Church

26-Feb. 5 CCBI Meeting, Bubaneshwar

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Religious Men and Women, 15; Diocesan Clergy, 21;

Lay Faithful, 22.
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visited the home of Martha and Mary in Bethany following the

death of their brother Lazarus. Jesus, in order to rouse her faith

in new life, said to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you

believe this?” This year marks the 1700th anniversary of the first

Christian Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea. This

commemoration provides a unique opportunity to reflect on and

celebrate the common faith of Christians, as expressed in the

Creed formulated during this Council; a faith that remains alive

and fruitful in our days. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

2025 offers an invitation to draw on this shared heritage and to

enter more deeply into the faith that unites all Christians. May

the Lord bring all the Christians closer in this year.

Ecumenical Sunday and Jubilee of Christian Unity: In our

Diocese, Sunday, 19 January is dedicated to Ecumenical Efforts.

The Introduction, Homily, and Prayer of the Faithful will provide

an opportunity to highlight and reflect on the importance of

Christian unity. Additionally, all are invited to celebrate the Jubilee

of Christian Unity on 1 February. On this day, Parish Priests are

asked to organize ecumenical meetings with Christian brethren

from other mainline Churches. For further details on Christian

Churches and Ecclesial Communities in your vicinity, as well as

the prayer service notes, please contact the Secretary of the

Commission for Ecumenism, Fr Rupesh Madtha.

Sunday of the Word of God is celebrated on 25 and 26 January.

Pope Francis established the Sunday of the Word of God in 2019

through an Apostolic Letter called “Aperuit illis”. The motto for

the 2025 celebration is “I hope in your Word” (Ps 119:74). It is

a cry of hope: man, in a moment of anguish, tribulation and

confusion, cries out to God and puts all his hope in him. Hope

gives greater meaning to our earthly existence and indicates our

destiny. The Sunday of the Word of God is a day to emphasize

the importance of referring to the Word of God in the daily life

of the Church and communities. The Scriptures are central to
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ONGOING FORMATION PROGRAMME

FOR THE CLERGY

Topic : Revisiting the Educational Apostolate in the

Diocese of Mangalore

Resource Persons: Rev Dr Praveen L Lasrado, Secretary,

CBE

Prof. Mathew C Ninan, Director,

Little Rock Indian School, Brahmavar.

Place : Pastoral Institute - Jyothi Nivas, Main Hall

Time : From 9.00 am to 1.00 p.m.

13 January 2025 Vicariates 16 January 2025 Vicariates

Christian worship because they reveal God to people through

God’s inspiration. The Commission for the Bible gives the

directives to indicate the mode of celebrating this Jubilee.

I pray that the Lord grant you a Happy and Prosperous New

Year 2025. May Mother of God accompany you on your life’s

journey. May all experience the mercy of God throughout this

year.

                                        X Peter Paul Saldanha

Bishop of Mangalore

13 January 2025

Vicariates

16 January 2025

Vicariates

Episcopal City

Bela

Bantwal

Kirem

Puttur

Surathkal

Mangalore City

Belthangady

Gurpur

Permannur

Moodbidri

Vittal
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Please note that attendance at the ongoing formation programme

is mandatory. If you are unable to attend on the day assigned to

your deanery and wish to change the day of your attendance,

kindly inform us via WhatsApp by January 11, 2025. This will

help us ensure appropriate food arrangements and avoid any

wastage or shortages.

Contact : Fr Santhosh Rodrigues 9845833648

Bro. Melrick Dsouza 9901396133

Ms Reshma Lobo 7259731630

Fr Santhosh Rodrigues  Bishop Peter Paul Saldanha

 Pastoral Institute               Bishop of Mangalore

ANNUAL MISSION STATISTICS - 2024

The Annual Mission Statistics Sheets/Forms for the year

2024 will be sent to all Parish Priests and Superiors of Religious

Houses (both Men and Women) and are expected to reach you

by January 8, 2025. If you have not received them by that date,

please collect them from the reception desk at the Bishop’s

House, Kodialbail.

We kindly request that you carefully update the statistics

for your parish or institution. Please ensure that all information

is accurately entered in the designated columns and spaces

provided on the Mission Statistics forms. Once completed, return

the forms to the Chancery. The completed forms must reach the

Chancery no later than February 10, 2024. We ask that you

thoroughly review and verify all information before finalizing the

forms to ensure they accurately reflect the current situation of

your parish or institution.
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CLARIFICATION ON THE AUTHORS &

THE TRUSTEES OF A PARISH TRUST

As per Amended PMLA Rules, Ministry of Finance

(Department of Revenue) vide Notification S.O. 1074(E), dated

March 7, 2023, in the exercise of the powers conferred by Section

73 of the Prevention of Money-laundering Act (PMLA), 2002

(15 of 2003), has amended the Prevention of Money-laundering

(Maintenance of Records) Rules, 2005 and accordingly:

“Non-profit organization” now means “any entity or

organization, constituted for religious or charitable purposes

referred to in clause (15) of section 2 of the Income-tax Act,

1961 (43 of 1961), that is registered as a trust or a society under

the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860) or any similar

State legislation or a Company registered under the section 8 of

the Companies Act, 2013 (18 of 2013).” Banks are required to

Obtain Darpann ID’s for All accounts of trusts, Churches and

Schools. In the Diocese of Mangalore, since schools are units of

It is important to note that each diocese is required to

submit the mission statistics data to the Holy See within the

specified time frame. In light of this, we kindly ask Parish Priests

to remind the Superiors of Religious Convents or Houses within

their parishes of the deadline and to ensure that the completed

forms are sent promptly to the Chancery by the aforementioned

date in order to assist us in tabulating the data and submitting it

to the Holy See. Your cooperation and attention to this matter

are greatly appreciated.

–  Chancery Office
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ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2025-2026

Parish Priests are requested to prepare the budget for the

new financial year 2025-2026 before its commencement. The

budget should be prepared by the Parish Finance Council during

the months of January and February, taking into account the

actual income and expenditure for the financial year 2023-2024,

as well as the figures for the first nine months of the current year

(from April 2024 to December 2024). The budget should then be

approved in the Parish Finance Council meeting and submitted

for the Bishop’s approval. Kindly ensure that the budget is sent

to the Bishop for approval by the end of February 2025.

The budget will include the following details:

It should be noted that items like earmarked collections,

permanent grave fees, and any capital income do not form part

of the budget. The following specimen heads of items are common

for most parishes. The list is not exhaustive; there may be

additional items applicable to a particular parish or institution.

Churches, the Church is required to Obtain a Darpann ID. Two

trustees are required, namely the Parish Priest and Vice President

of PPC. Only their details are to be used. Bishop, VG and

Procurator are only Authors of the Trust and not Trustees in

charge of day-to-day Management. Hence their PAN and Other

details are not required.

– Procurator

Budgeted for

2025-2026

Items Actual of

2023-2024

Budgeted for

2024-2025

Actual  up to

Dec 2024
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Format for Preparing the Church Budget
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Pope Francis: Speaking well and not speaking ill is an expression

of humility, and humility is the hallmark of the Incarnation. An ecclesial
community lives in joyful and fraternal harmony to the extent that its
members walk in the way of humility, refusing to think and speak ill of
one another. Saint Paul, says,“Bless and do not curse” (Rom 12:14).
We can also understand his words as meaning: “Speak well and do not
speak ill” of others, in our case, our co-workers, our superiors and
colleagues, everyone. Speak well and do not speak ill.
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MANGALA  JYOTHI

I. Programmes for January 2025

4 : VII & X Std. School Catechism / VE Annual Exam

5 : Liturgy Animation - Diocesan Eucharistic Procession

9 : Liturgy animation, Ordination Liturgy, Pakshikere

12 : Adult Catechesis on Liturgy & Sacraments, Lectors

Training, Mangalore

15 : Way of the Cross Committee meeting, Pezar

16-17 : Evaluation of the Answer scripts (VII & X Std.), MJ

19 : Adult Catechesis on Liturgy & Sacraments, Lectors

Training, Vorkady

22-23 : Class on Liturgy and Catechetics, Bethany, Bajpe

25-Feb. 5 : CCBI Plenary Assembly, Bhubaneshwar

26-30 : St Lawrence Basilica, Attur - Ministry and Stall

II. Commission for Catechetics:

1. VII & X Std. Catechism and VE exams: The Diocesan

level VII & X Std. Catechism, as well as VE exams, will be

conducted on 04 January 2025, Saturday, from 10.00 a.m. to

12.30 p.m. For more details, refer to our website

www.mangalajyothi.com or Mangala Jyothi Bulletin, December

2024 issue.

2. Sunday Catechism Annual Exams date: 16-02-2025,

morning hours.

Mangala Jyothi is preparing common question papers for the

annual exams (Std. IV to X). The question paper pattern has

already been published in our June bulletin issue. The copy of the

question paper (Std. IV to X) will be sent to deanery priest co-

ordinators and Deans of the respective deaneries by 5 February

2025. Parish Priests are requested to collect the question papers

from them. You may modify the question papers according to

your local situation or syllabus if necessary. However, please

do not change the date of the examination. The syllabus covers

the entire year.
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3. Parish / Diocesan level Catechism Day: You are requested

to organize Catechism Day at the parish level either on 23

February or in March or at your convenience. The diocesan level

Catechism Day will be celebrated on 2 March 2025, Sunday,

from 8.30 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. at Urwa Church. You are cordially

invited to the programme.

III. Commission for Liturgy:

1. Enrolment of Extraordinary Ministers’ Data / updating

information online (Reminder): In order to issue certificates

and check other details such as training/faculty renewal, online

registration is required. For more details, visit our website

www.mangalajyothi.com/parishlogin/Extraordinary ministersdata or

contact our office at 0824-6666612. Please maintain a separate

file for this ministry at the parish office. Our staff will call you

in this regard and assist you. Kindly cooperate and complete the

process by 28 February 2025.

2. Liturgical Hymns: The hymns used for the liturgy must be

approved by the Bishop. Parish Priests are requested to check

the hymns before they are sung. Kindly use Somyak Dhinvasuya

- the official liturgical hymnal for liturgical singing.

IV. New arrivals and other items available at our stall:

* PÀxÉÆ°Pï ¥ÀAZÁAUï
* 2025 dÄ¨Éèªï ªÀgÁìZÉÆ ¸ÀA¨sÀæªÀiï

* RÄgÁì ªÁmÉaA ¥ÀÄ¸ÀÛPÁA:
¨sÀªÀð±ÁåZÁå AiÀiÁwæPÁAPï RÄgÁìªÁmï

* RÄgÁì ªÁmÉZÁå 14 ¸ÉÛ¸ÁAªÁAaA ¦AvÀÄgÁA
* Pilgrims of Hope on the Synodal Journey - Jubilee Year

Handbook by CCBI

V. Information: There will be a Mangala Jyothi stall during the

annual feast of St. Lawrence Basilica, Attur. There will also be

a provision for the renewal of Jesuchi Suvartha and Devacha

Sobdacho Sombram subscriptions. Please inform your

parishioners about this.

- Director, Mangala Jyothi
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COMMISSION FOR BIBLE – DIOCESE OF

MANGALORE

1. The Sixth Sunday of the Word of God will be celebrated on

26 January 2025 with the theme, “I Hope in Your Word”

“vÀÄeÁå GvÁæZÉgï ºÁAªï ¨sÀªÀð¸ÁÛA” (Ps 119:74).

Dicastery for Evangelization in its Liturgical and Pastoral Handbook

for the Word of God Sunday 2025 notes that to actively experience

the Sunday of the Word of God it is important that preparations

extend from the spiritual level (personal and community prayer)

to the material level (adequate planning). To effectively prepare

and live out this Sunday it makes the following pastoral proposals:

• A week before the Sunday of the Word of God, include an

intention dedicated to this goal in the prayer of the faithful.

• Provide a time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the

community, offered for the celebration of the Sunday of the

Word of God.

• Have moments of Biblical Catechesis.

• Celebrate this Sunday’s Mass in a solemn way, according to

Pope Francis’ request. The Apostolic Letter Aperuit illis,

No. 3, outlines some suggestions: Enthronement of the Word

of God; highlighting the proclamation of the Word of God and

adapting the homily to emphasize the service that is rendered

to the Word of the Lord. The parish priests could find ways

of distributing the Bible, or one of its books, to the whole

assembly so as to bring out the importance of continuing the

daily reading, deepening and praying with Sacred Scripture,

with a special emphasis on Lectio Divina. Make special

reference in the Prayer of the Faithful to Christian unity, since

celebrating the Sunday of the Word of God expresses

ecumenical significance.

• Listening, sharing, living and proclaiming the Word of God is

not a one-day task, but a task to undertake for our whole life.

It might help to promote various Bible initiatives throughout

the year and provide an opportunity for ongoing formation of
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the faithful: Formation for Lectors; Carrying the Word “in

your pocket”; Carrying the Word in your cellphone; Formation

of the Bible Study Group in the Parish; Meditated Rosary

with proclamation of the Word and meditation.

2. The liturgical resources for the Word of God Sunday in Konkani

and English will be sent to all the Parishes of the Diocese.

3. Biblothon: A Race of Grace— the programme of reading

the entire Bible was a great success. On the occasion of the

Jubilee of the Word of God or Word of God Sunday,

certificates can be distributed to them, and their efforts can

be recognized with a small prize at the parish level. This will

be a wonderful way to appreciate their dedication to the Word

of God. If any parish needs certificates please contact the

Commission for Bible Secretary: 9844763634.

4. A profuse embodiment of the Word of God could be found in

the Prayer of the Church. To mark the Jubilee of the Word

of God, the Commission for Bible organises the Solemn

Vespers in Konkani on the eve of the Jubilee of the

Word of God on 25.01.2025 at St Francis Xavier Church,

Bejai at 6.15 pm.

5. Diocesan Level Online Bible Quiz (google form mode)

will be held on 05 March 2025 (Ash Wednesday) in

continuation of the Word of God Sunday Celebration. The

Quiz includes questions only from the Book of Genesis and

the Gospel of Matthew.

6. Jubilee Bible 2025: There is a proposal for an ambitious

project of writing the entire Bible in Konkani within a stipulated

duration of ONE hour by 2025 people (including priests, sisters,

children, and lay faithful).

7. Vatek Divo (Lamp to my Steps—Ps 119:105) — Zone Level-

Bible Quiz at Mogarnad Church on 26.01.2025.

8. Bible Classes at St Joseph’s Institute of Theology,

Jeppu, Mangalore in Konkani and English.
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Theme:

¥ÁªÁèZÁå ¥ÁªÁèA¤: ¸ÁA ¥ÁªÁèZÁå ¥ÀvÁæAPï KPï ¥Àæ¸ÁÛªÀ£ï.
Paulachea Pavlanim: San Pavlachea potrank ek prostavon.

In the Footsteps of Paul – An Introduction to the Letters of Paul.

Dates:

Konkani : Monday to Friday, Feb 03-07 & 10-14, 2025 from

6:00 to 7:30 pm.

English : Monday to Friday, Feb 17-21 & 24-28, 2025 from

6:00 to 7:30 pm.

9. “Scripture, Tradition, and the Magisterium: A Harmonious

Relationship”- A Paper presentation at All India Bible Congress

2025, Vailankanni, 21-23 January 2025 commemorating the 60th

year of Dei Verbum.

- Fr Vincent Sequeira, Secretary

PROGRAMMES OF CODP

05.01.2025 : Training on Leadership in Moodbidri

08.01.2025 : Training on Social Media Management in Talapady

12.01.2025 : Educare Motivation Programme in Rosario Church

Hall, Pandeshwar

17.01.2025 : Training on Strengthening of Okkuta in Bajpe, Visit

to SAMPADA, Udupi to gain knowledge on Co-

operative Bank

19.01.2025 : Training on Local Resource Management in

Vorkady

21.01.2025 : Awareness on Global Warming in Talapady,

Training on Advocacy and Networking in Kotekar

22.01.2025 : Women Empowerment Project- Cluster Level

Meeting in CODP

23.01.2025 : Women Empowerment Project- Cluster Level

Meeting in CODP

27.01.2025 : Training on Local Resource Management in

Manjeshwar, Training on Social Media Management

in Sheni

28.01.2025 : Training on Panchayath Raj in Bela
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Housing Programme: As of today, 198 new houses and 100

house repairs have been completed. These achievements were

made possible through the cooperation of the Parish Priests,

donours, and the Housing Committee. Visits to the homes of

pending applicants are scheduled for January 2025.

– Director, CODP

DIAMOND BIRTHDAY

Rev. Oswald Monteiro, Parish Priest Our Lady of Remedies

Church, Kirem celebrates 60th birthday on 13.01.2025.

Wishing you a blessed and joyful 60th birthday! Your faithful

service and dedication to the Church have been an inspiration

to many. May God continue to bless you with health,

happiness, and grace as you continue to serve His people.

CENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY

Rev. Aloysius D’Souza, St Zuze Vaz Home, on 29.01.2025.

On the joyous occasion of your 100th birthday, we extend

our heartfelt congratulations and prayers for God’s continued

blessings upon you. Your remarkable journey of service to the

Church over the past century has been nothing short of inspiring.

As a dedicated member of the diocesan curia, as well as your

time spent in various parishes as Parish Priest and Vicar Forane,

you have touched the lives of many and have helped guide the

faithful with wisdom and compassion.

Your role as Vicar General, Spiritual Director, and Teacher

of Latin at St. Joseph’s Seminary speaks volumes of your

commitment not just to the administrative sphere of the Church,

but to nurturing and educating future generations of clergy. Your

tireless devotion to the spiritual and intellectual growth of others

has left an indelible mark on both the clergy and laity alike.

Your legacy is one of service, sacrifice, and love for the

Church, and your faith has been a beacon of light for so many.
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As you celebrate this monumental milestone, we pray that God

continues to bless you with good health, peace, and joy. May you

continue to inspire all who are fortunate enough to know you

with your humility, wisdom gained through experience, and grace.

Happy 100th birthday to our favourite centenarian,

Msgr Aloysius! A century of awesomeness!

With the opening of the Holy Door on January 24, 2024 (Christmas

Eve), Pope Francis inaugurated the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope and

encouraged each of us to enter into the mystery of this extraordinary

event. He said, “Tonight, the door of hope has opened wide to the world.

Tonight, God speaks to each of us and says: there is hope also for you!

There is hope for each of us. For Christians, hope is not a cinematic

‘happy ending’ which we passively await, but rather, a promise, the Lord’s

promise, to be welcomed here and now in our world of suffering and

sighs. This is the Jubilee. This is the season of hope in which we are

invited to rediscover the joy of meeting the Lord.”

Doors open, close, and revolve. There are holy doors. An open

door points to a new beginning, a way out, or a welcome to enter. It may

also show a path to what lies ahead. A closed door may symbolize a dead

end or imprisonment, or it may signal “do not disturb.” In Dante’s

“Inferno”, Part One of his Divine Comedy, the frightening verse hangs

over the gates of hell: “Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.” Revolving

doors signify mindless circular motion with no exit.

For today’s Jews, placing the mezuzah (literal meaning “doorpost),

a piece of parchment inscribed with specific Hebrew verses from the Torah,

which Jews affix in a small case/box to the right of their doorposts, reminds

them of their divine deliverance from slavery in Egypt. In Christian

theology, since the fifteenth century, a holy door has been used as a

liturgical symbol of the conversion of the heart. Pilgrims pass through the

holy door as an expression of leaving behind and crossing the threshold

from sin to grace, from slavery to freedom, and from darkness to light.

Here, the link to the Jews is evident. For Christians, the door derives its

meaning from Jesus Christ, who is the door, the gate, and “the way” to life

(Jn 14:6).

The Lord never forces the door; He even asks permission to come

in. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOLY DOOR
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l Mr Roshan Thomas Crasta (49 years), brother-in-law of  Rev. Fr.

Edwin Corea, Parish Priest of Miyapadavu, passed away on

28.11.2024. His funeral took place on 29.11.2024 at St. Joseph the

Worker Church, Vamanjoor.

l Mrs Lilly Suares (88 years), mother of Rev. Fr. Denis Suares, Parish

Priest of Niddodi, passed away on 8.12.2024. Her funeral took place

on 10.12.2024 at the Most Holy Redeemer Church, Derebail.

l Mrs Lucy Pinto (82 years), mother of Rev. Fr Peter Gonsalves,

Headmaster, St Lawrence English Medium School, Bondel, passed

away on 24.12.2024. Her funeral took place on 26.12.2024 at St John

the Baptist Church, Kokkada.

opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with Me”

(Rev. 3:20). Just imagine the Lord knocking on the door of our heart! In

the Book of Revelation, the City of God is prophesied thus: “Its gates

shall never be shut by day,” which means forever because “there shall be

no night there” (21:25).


